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THE ARMS ACf, 1959 

(Acr No. 54 01- 1959) 

[23 ·d lie'cer.Jber, 1959) 

An.Act to consolidate ·and amend the law relating to arms r:.n' 1 a:t'lmunition. 

BE it Enacted by Parliament in the Tenth Year of the Republic of Iodin fS fo!fows :

CHAPTER I 

PRELIMINARY 

1. Sbort title, extent and commeocemeot-{/) This Act may be called the / .rns Ac:t, 1959. 

(2) It extends to the whole oflndia. 

(3) It_shall e9me into force on such date\ as the. Central Gov«nment may, hy •1.otifi.C'.ati~n in the 
Official Gazette, appoint. 

2. Deftoitionsaod interpretation-{/) In this Act, unless the conteltt otherwise 't'.qL~rcs,--

(a) "acquisition" with its grammatical variations and cognate exprcss :.:~n~, inc{;Jdos hiri11g, 
borrowing, or accepting as a gift ; · 

(b) "ammunition" means ammunition for any firearm, and includes

(i) rockets, bombs, grenades, shells 2(and other missiles,] 
. . 

(ii) articles designed for torpedo service and submarine mining, 

(iii) otherarticles containing, or designed or adapted to contain, exp: \ si :e, fuiminating or 
fissionable material or noxious liquid, gas or other such thing, whothl~ ~ 9ablc of use with 
firearms or not, 

(iv) charpfor firearms and accoss·ories for such chargos, 

(v) fuses ana friction tubes, 

(vi) parts o(, and machinery for man\lt'acturing, ammunition, and 

(vii) ,such ingredients of ammunition as tho Central Govomment n· :;"y, by notification in 
the. Official Gazette. , specify in 

, 
this behalf ;, . 

(c)" "arms" 'mean's articles of atl.y description ·designed or adaptod tv; we<:r t>;:ts for offences or 
defence, and iucludes..tirearms, sharp-odg6d and other deadly weapons, and pa;:-1.:1<f, and machinery 
for manufacturing arms, but does not include articles designod sololy for do:<Mf ·ic oragricultural 
uses such as aIathi or an ordinary walking stick and weapons incapable of ':•'•ir g ust:d otherwise 
than ~ toys or of being converted into s•rviceable weapons ;

. . .- ------- - --- - - ·-- - ------- - --·- ·--·..··-··-··--
1. Iat October, 1962, vide Notification No. O.S.R. 992, dated 13-7-1962, .r~~ Gazette of' India, H TI . Soc. :l{i) p. 1092. 

2. Sube. by Act42oft988, s. Z{w.e.f. 27-S-1988). 

.1· 

·:: 
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1[{d) "district maiistrate" in relation to any area for which a CommissionerofPolice !:.a~ been 

appointed , means the Commissioner of Police thereof and includes any such Deputy Co nmi

ssioner of Police, exercising jurisdictk•n over tho whole or any par t of such area , as m<.ty be ; ?e-- dicd 

by tht State Government in this behalfin relation to such area or parts;] 


(t!) "firearms" moans arms of any description designed or adaptoo to discharge a poj ':cfile 

or projectiles of any kind by the action ofany explosive or other forms of energy, and ind ttcbs, 

. (iJ Artillery, hand-grenades, riot~istols or weapons of any kind designed or adaptt: i for 
the discharge of any noxious liquid, gas or other such things, 

(ii) accessories for any such firearms dosigned or adaptod to diminish the noisr: or tlash 

caused by the firma tbctoof, • 

(iii) parts of, and machinery for manufacturing, firoarms, and 

J(ill) carriaaos, platforms and appliances for mo~ting, transporting and serving 'l.J~ ti: lory ; 

(f) "licensing authority" mOans an officer or authority ompoworod to grant or rene\~' ic 1nces 

under rules made under the Act, and includes, the Govornment ; 


'J{(jJ) "ma@tcatc" means an Executive Magistl'!lte under the Codeof Criminal Pr.cve.iure 

1973 (2 of 1974) ;] · 


(g) ..proscribod" moans proscribed by rules made 110dor this Act ; 

(h) "prohibited ammunition" meaos any ammunition, containing, or designed or a..~pted 

to conf4i,Q, a.uy noxious liq.u.id...gas .or.othor such thiDa, and includes rockets, bombs, g·:·eQi.des, 

sbclls, 3[missilos] art.iclos designed fot torpedo service and submarine mining and suc:h <>ther 

articles as the Central Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, Sf:Jf!Ci'y to 

be prohibited· ammunition ; 


(i) "prohibitedarma" lllCIIUlS

(i) firearms so deMJfted or adapted·~t. if pressure is applied to the trigger, rnhsilcs 

coat¥Ne to- bo ~· until .pre~~ure is removed from the trigger or the l 1 'lg.:Wn.e 


containing tho missilos is eoipty, or 


(ii) weapons of any description designed or adapted for the dischargc of any no;<ious 


liquid, ps or other such thins. 


and~ lrillofy, antioll!ilwaft -.aaci~ ireat-ms and suoh otb.r arms as tke 1:0Jtra! 

Oovol!llllYIM may, by notification in the Oflicial Gazette, specify to be prohibit.od t.t :m ; 


--- ---- ---- - - --- --,---- -----···-- 
1. Subt.~AaUofl'-ll,•.l.for._(~claUM. 

2. 1111. by Act25cl1913,a.,2(w.e.f. :z2.6-l!J83). 

l. (81. byAd412of1918,1.2(w.o.f. 27·,_1988). 
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U) "public servant" has the same meaning as in section 21 of the Indian Pem1l :;ode (45 of 
1860) ; 

(k) "transfer" with its grammatical variations and cognate expressions, include~ letting on 
hire, lending, giving and parting with possession. 

(2) For the purposes of this Act, the length of the barrel of a firearm sltall be measurr.:J from the 
muzz.le to the point at which the charge is exploded on firing. 

(3) Any reference in the Act to any law which is not in force in any area shall, in rr:fat on to that 
area, be construed as a refl}roucc to the corresponding law, if any, in force in that ar·n. 

(4) Any reference in this Act to any officer or authority shall, in relation to any a~cr:\ in which 
there is no officer or authority With the same designation, be construed as arerfcrence to SliCb officer 
or authority as may be specified by the Central Government by notification in the Ofkkl Gaz.ette. 

CHAPTER II 

ACQUlSlTlON, POSSESSION, MANUFACTURE, SALE, IMPORT, EXPORT AND 
TRANSPORT OF ARMS AND AMMUNITION 

3. Licence for acquisition and possessioa offirearms and amnuulition-1[(1)] No persoE sh 11l acquire, 
have in his possession, or carry any firearm or ammunition unless be holds in this be::1al! a licence 
issued in accordance with the provisions of this Act and the rules made thereunder : 

Provided that a person may, without himself holding a licence carry aoy firearm~ o ammuni· 
tion in the presence, or under tho written authority, of the holder of the licence for repair ) r br renewal 
of the licence or for use by such holder. 

2[(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (1), no person, other than a person 
referfCd to in sub-section (3), shall acquire, have in his possession or carry, at any tillll:, ·::~ore th an 
three firearms : 

Provided that a per~on who has in his possi)Ssion more firearms than three at the cc-::.mc..~ncement 
of the Arms (Amendment) Act,1983, may retain with him any throo of such firearms and shell deposit, 
within ninety days from such commenccmertt, the remaining firearms with the offtcer in cht rgc of tho 
nearest police station or, subject to tho Conditions prescribed for the purposes of sub·soo:ion (l) of 
section 21, with a licensad dealer or, where su--,h p:rson is a member of the armed for .:es of the 

Union, in a wtit armoury referred to in that sub-section. 

(3) Nothing contained in sub-section (2) shall apply to any dealer in firearms or to an.:.• 11emoor of 
a ritlo club or rifle assOciation licensed or recognised by the Contra! Govemmont us!pg !\ point 22 
bow rifle or an air rifle for target practice. 

(4) Tho provisions of sub-sections (2) to (6) (both inclusive) of section 21 shall apply u rela tion 
to any deposit of firearms under the proviso to sub-section (2) as they apply in relation ~o t aedeposi t 
of any arm or ammunition under sub-section (1) of that section.] 

- ----·-- - -----'------------- ----- ---·- - - ·
I 

1. S. 3 re-numbered as sub-section(]) thereof by Act 2S or1983,s. 3 (w.c.f. 22-6-1983). 
~~ 

2. los. b1 e. 3., ibid., (w.e.f. 22+1983). 
/ 

.;' 
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4. f_,icence for acquisition and possession of armsof specified description in certain casu:-Tf the Centra) 

Government is of opinion that having regard to the circumstances prevailing in any a:<:a .tis necessary 

or expedient in the public interest that the acquisition, possession or carrying of arws ol her than fire· 

arm~ should also be regulated, it may, by notification in the Official Gazette, direct ~hrt this section 

shall apply to the area specified in the notification and thereupon no person shall acqu:ro, have in 

his posse>sion or carry in that area arm~ of such class or description as may be specified in 

t1~at notification unless hC? holds in this behalf a licence issuod in accordance with th'<l provisions 

ofthis Act and the rules made thereunder. 


5. 	Li~nce for manufacture, sale, etc., of arm!l and ammanition-1[(1)] No perso·1 stall 

(a) 2[use, manufacture,] sell, transfer, convert, repair, test or prove, or • 
(b) expose or offer for sale or transfer or have in his possession for sale, transfc::, conversion 


repair, test or proof, 


any firearm~ or any other arm, of such clasc; .or de<teription a'l may be prescribed or f!.ny ammunition 

unless he holds in this behalf a licence issuod in accordance with the provisions of r.his Act and 


the· rules made thereunder. 


3[(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub·section (/), a person may, wi:hcut holding a 
I icence in this bthalf, sell or transfer any arms or ammunition which he lawfully posse:~~es for his own 
private use to 'another person who is entitled by virtue of this Act, or any other law for the time 
being in force to have, or is not-prohibited by this Act or such other law from having i.a his possession 
such arms or amm unition : 

Provided that no_firearm or ammunition in re§pect of which a licence is require1 rnder section 

3 and no arms in respect of whfch a licence is required under section 4 shall be so soY.d cr transferred 

by any person unless. 

(a) he has informed in writing the district magistrate having juri~diction or the officer i.n 

charge of the nearest police station of his intention to sell or transfer such firear:ns, ?,mmunition 

or other arms and the name and address of the person to whom he intends to sell {lf ':ransfer such 

firearms, ammun:tion or the other arms, and 


(b) a period ofnot less than forty-five days has expired after the giving of su~;:.1 hforrnation.1 

6. Licence for the shortening ofguns or convel'!ion of imitation ftrearms Into ftreat!"!<:rts- -No person 

5 hall shorten the barrel of a firearm or convert an imitation firearm into a fireann un!ess he holds 

in this behalf a licence issued in accordance with the provisions of this Act and i~ht rules made 

thereunder. 


Explanation.-In this section, the expression "imitation firearms" means anything \\·hich has the 

appearance of beins a firearm, whether it is capable ofdischarging any shot, bullet or ;)ther missile 


or not. 


-·-·-----···---- -~------------------,------·--- ---·----- ·
I. 	~o:;tin'l 5 r.:-1n11ber<!d a'> sui>- section(/) thereof and in sub-~ection (1) as so re-numbered.the ;>myiso omitted by 


t\ct 25 of 1983, s. 4 (w.e.f. 22-6-1983). -

. 2. In~. by Act 42 ofi9S8, s. 3 (w.e.f 27-5-1988). 

3. Sub,. by Act 25 of 1983. s. 4. (w.e.f. 22-5-I!H3l, 
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7. Prohihition of acqui:;ition or pos;;~~sion, or of !ll:tnura~tor~ o:· s.tlt.>, of prC'hi l>itcdjarms or prohibit
ed 1\mmunitioo . No person shall

(a} acq uire, have in hi:- po'l~es<>iorl or carry; or 

(c) cxpJ s·~ or o:fcr r,•r >:!.!·~ ortra:1sf~r o r hwe in hi • ~ , ,_..,, ~~~ i ,) •l f)rsale, transfer, conversio n' 
rqn ir, tGst for proof, 

t ·:·; .-~ :· )!lioi tod arm> or prohibite<t arn rnu 1i ti-::> '1 unle ;; 1-t ~ lu :; h~ ~·1 ;;1:::i·:t!'y luth Jri;;:d by the Centra l 
· ~ · ~ ,·. ·.\ ;T ·n t in thi -> he !1;·; rr. 

8. Prohibition of sale .or tran~fer or firearms not bcarin~ ldentific:tti.ln marks-{!) No person. 
,! . ·i: .,l ,Ji lt'r:1 1c rl'movc. al ll'r P r rorge a 'lv n <~ rnt" . nu mher <' f 0thu identification mark stamped o r 
, ,, : .. , ... i;;c ';hoVtn on a lirct rm. 

( ' ) \1 ·1 n ~rs· 1n ~lull •e l' •1: t r.Ll.i :-<.) · .•1y !Ire li' lll whi.;h ~h : > 11) 1 b::.1.r ltu nam ~ of t ~1e maker, 
.., ; 1 :·. \ -: ,, , •• j~ nu ;nh~ r o . n.h;!· i·kl'i 1 ;.t \ i., t li1 !1'k ·>ta np:.l ' ll" o!h~ r.vi se ~hown thereon in a 
:n l'h :'" ap j1:\W~d by t <o:: c~ :ttr:tl G )\!;:! f :lffi ~i lt. 

U) W!Jl~ '1cvc r any pcrwn iws ia his P•Hs ~:>~ ion an ~· fi rearm wi~hout such name, number or other 
i,l c·a! i il c:-: t ior\ mnr k 011 wh.ich ·~uch name. numbGr or ~)the :· id!;nt.i!ic:tt ion ma rk has h·;en oblitera ted , 
, ·,· mov~d, :~ lte!\!d nr forg·~d. i l sltall h .~ prcs•tmcd unle ;s the eontrary is provd, that he has o bliterated , 
,- ,_ ~ moved . altered. or f,J rged that na,n·~ . numh~..-r or othe r itlcnti ikat io :1 mark : 

p, >V i • I·~J tlnt in r~ht i :m !.·J a p;r:;");l win ltas in hi:; p.> :;•;:'.; ; io t atr:h:~ <>.) !11 01! '\·:::cm~nt of this Act 
::•\\' f; ;··: :·.rm with·' Ut such n•·tm~. num :,~ ~· o r o ther id·~n ti fL:1 ! i·m n1.1rk stamped o r otherwise shown 
! h•; rc:"'· th~ r rovisions o f th i'l suh ·section -;hall no t ta kc df.:·ci ua t il after the: expira tio n of o ne ye~~r
iro m •;uch Cl1mmencemen t. 

9. Prohibition of acquisiliiln o~ P'> 'H·~s~ iol by, or of n 1c or tran,fer to young persons and jcertaio 
other !JCr~o':'ls of fire Rnns, etc ....(!) Notwith~tanding anything in the foregoing provisio ns of 
this Act·

(n) no perso n ,-

(i) who has not complctJd the age of 2[tw~n t.v-one y~ars] , o r 

. (ii) who has be.!n senten;:;..:d o;t c:>:tviclio:t o f a•1,y t>tf~m~e invvl ving violenc~ or mora l 
t urpit ude to imprisonment for 2fany term] at any time dur ing a period of five years after the 
expira tion of th e sentence, o r 

(iii) who has been o rdered to execute under Chapter VHI o f the 2[Code of Crimin al 
Proce<l nre. 1973 (2 of 1974)] a bo nd fo r keeping the peace or for good behaviour, at 
nny time duri n:~ the torm nf th(' h<>nd. 

~ l : al l :wquirc, have in his pnssc:~s inn or car ry a ny firf..:~ rm o r ammunition 

1. S~/ 1.'>. by Act 42 o f 19:38, s. 4 (w.e.f. 27-5-198R). 
2. Sul~' - h;{ 1\.:t 7.5 of 1933. '>. H w.e.f. 22-G- J 9);3), 
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(b) no person shall sell or transfer any firearm or ammunition to, orconve~ mp lir, test or 
prove any firearm or ammunition for, any other persori whom he knows, or has reaso rt t.t bclle·1c-. 

(i) to be prohibited under clause (a) from acquiring, having in his possessi•m c r carrying 
any firearm or ammunition. or 

(ii) to be of unsound mind at the time of auch aale~or transfer, 'or aucb Cl·nvcnion, 
repair, test or proof. 

(I) Notwithstanding anything in sub-clause (i)ofclauao(a) of su~aection (1), a p;~l'.JC 1 who baa 

attained the prescribed age-limit may use under prescribed condition such firearm.l & ·; m'ly be 

prescribed in the course of his training in the usc ofsuch firearms : 


Provided that different age-limits may be prescribed in relation to different type;• f,)f firearms. 

10. Licence for import aacl export of 1111111, ete.-,-{1) No penon shaH bring into, n b kc o"Ut of 
Jaclia by sea, land or air any arms or ammunition unless he holds in this behalfa licencx: hs· led iu IC· 

eerdance with the provisions of this Act and the rules made thereunder : 

Provided that

(a) a person who is entitled by virtue of this Act or any other Jaw for the d;r.t: beiu.g in 
force to have, or is not prohibited by this Act,or auch otber law from havina. in h .;:, ro~ion 
any arms or ammunition, may without.& licence in this behalf bring into, or take ::-11t of, India 
euch arms or ammunition in reasonable q~tities for hiJ own private usc ; 

(b) a person being a bonafide tourist b:longing to any such country as the Cen~:.! .ll OoVtlrD.

ment may, by notification in the Official Gazette, specify, who is not prohibited b~ i,hi.• laws of · 
that country from having in his possession any arms or ammunition, may, witb1u( a tiC!.'IlCO 

under this section but in aocordance with such conditions as may be prescribed, hr:ng with 
him into India arms and ammunition in reasonable quantities for use by him J'J':' ?W?.OSOS 

uJy of sport and for no other purpose. 

Bxplanation.-For purposes ofclause (b) of this proviso, tho word "tourist•• m ~.a: a pe!'IOn 
who not being a citizen of India visits India for a period not exceeding six months ~ t·~h ~o c~hor 

ebjoct than recreation, sight-seeing, or pa.rticip:ltion io a representative capacity in me<:1ti 1gs coo. 
..-ned by the Central Government or in international conferences, associations or o'.her bodies. 

, , 

(I) Notwithstanding anything contained in tho proviso to sub-section (J) where th!: collector Of 
...toms or any other officer empowered by the Central Government in this behalf has z~C:y loubt a• 
• tile applicability of cluase (a) or clause (b) ofthat proviso to any person, ·who claims thad st~ch cl&uao 
11 applicabte;to him or as to the reasonablencm ofthe.quantitiesofarmsor ammunition ir. the posses~. 
••ofany person referred to in such clause, or as to t!J.e usc to which such arms or amn::•tndon may 
..pst by such person, may d~tain the arms or ammunition in the possession of such p~r.:oa ulltil 
~• ne~ives the orders of the Central Government in relation .thereto. 

(I) Arm~ an·:i ammuoition taken from ono part or~ India to another by sea or air c r a. :ross any 
~ening territory not forming a part of India, are taken out of, and brought into, lni•if.l within.the 
-nlng of this section. 

11. Power to prohibit import or export of arau, etc.-The ,Central Govetnment may, t•ynd ibtion 
Ia the Official Gazette prohibit the btinging into, or the taking out of, India, arms or lllllULnitit'il!l or 
••• ....... and descriptions as may bt 1pecified in the notification. 

,, 
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ll. Power to restrict or prohibit trulport of anas-(1) The Central Government m&,'f, 1: f . a.cti
ftcation in the Official Gazette,- ' 

(a} direct that no personshall transport ovor India or any part thoroof arms or ar :.Hll' ~ti<i•n 


ofsuch classes and descriptions as may bespociftod in the notification unless ho holds in tili: behalf 

a licence issued in accordance with the provisions of this Act and the rules mada tliei:>iU·ift ~ llllt 


(b) prohibit such transpart altogether. 

(1) Arms ot ammunition trans-shipped at a seaport or an airport in India arc traup.:n'tt i wi~ 
in thC meaning of this section: 

CBAP11IR m 

PROVISIONS RELATING TO LICENCES· 

13. Grant of licences-(1) An application for tho ~aat:of a licoaco under ~pter- [( ·lball.bl. 
made to the licensing authority and shall be in such form. oontain Such particulars aad 0.~ IICCIJF.D. 

panied by such f~. if any, as may be prescribed. 

1((2} On receipt of an application, the liocnsins authority shall call fOr the· report of t'x of5r.er 

in charge of the nearest police station on that application, and such offic:er ·shall leD( ili(. -repmt 

within the prescribed time. 


(2A) The licensing authority, after suchinq~,if_any, u it ~y, consider noceuu:r. t . .,Jcf after 
considering the report received under sub-section (2),1hall, lllibjcCt to the ~thcr proviarc(; illf of thtl 
Chapter, by order in writing either grant the licoDco Or rofuso to Jf'antlflc, ·sa~e: 

. . - . 

Provided that where the officer in ebarse of tb!i noarost poq•t4tioa.~·· ~tM11d: hif ~MIN'~ 
en the application within the prescribed time, tho Uc:eaai$8 authority·may, ifii:deema:At.;-;m.q,.ai:icb 
erder, after the expiry of the prescribed time, without further wajting for that reJ,ort.J 

(3) The licensing authority shall graor 

(a) a licence under sectiJn 3 where the licence is roquircd
(

(i) by a citizen of India in respect ofa smooth bore gun haviiJ3 a barrel of r ~~'t 'ell th8a 
twenty inches in length to be used t'or protection or aport ot ·in t'OtpOet -of a-m~ra o ·Jof.l.d. 
ing gun to be used for bona fide crop protection : ' · 

. .~ 

Provided that where having regard to the ~st&Ju:t.i ofarlycaao, tho liCOL ;~fin;_~ al&Cfd~· 
. rity is satisfied that a muzzle loading su~will not be ~cnt ·for crop ·Pro :oohJa_'t~ ·: . 
licensing authority may grant a licencein ~·oratD.y~tW" iino0thbore,ub· · ~11· i~;··· 
for such protection, or · · 

(ii) in respect of a point 22 bore ritlo or an air riflo to bowed fac ·tarpt'"J);:~' ;:., ·br a 
member~of a rifle club or rifte aasociation lic:eased or lceopitod by tho Ceo~ C.( ••·~;.

(b) a licence under section 3 in any other caao or a licence under section <t 1e:!tloil ·5~ 
section 6, aection 10 or section 12, if the liconsing au~ority. is sa~isftod that fl.o porstna 

by whom the licence is required has a good reason ·for obt&inilig the 'aami · · · 


1. Subl. by Act lS of1983,1.6 (w.c.f. 22-6-1983). 

\ 
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14. Refusal of licences-(1) Notwithstanding anything in section 13, licensing authot:ity shall 
refuse to grant

(a) a licence under section 3, section 4 or section 5 where such licence is required in respect 

of any prohibited arms or prohibited ammunition ; 


(b) a licence in any other case under Chapter 11,

(i) where such licence is required by a person whom tho licensing authority has reason 
to believe

(1) to be prohibited by this Act or by any other law for the time being in force from 
acquiring, having in his possession or carrying any arm~ or ammunition, or 

(2) to be of unsound mind, or 

(J) to be for any reason unfit for a licenc undor this Act ; or 

(ii) where the licensing authoirty deems it necessary for tho security of the public 
peace or for public safety to refuse to grant such licence. 

(2) The licensing authority shall not refuse to grant any licence to any person merely on the 

ground that such person does not own or possess sufficient property. 


(3) Where the licensing authority refuses to grant a Jicenco to any person it shall record in 
-vtTiting the reasons for such refusal and furnish to that person on demand a brief statement of the 
same unless in any case the licensing authority is of the opinion that it will not be in the public 
interest to furnish such statement. 

15. Duration and renewal of llceoce--(1) A licence under section 3 shalJ, unless revoked earlier 
eontinue in force for a period of three years from the date on which it is granted : 

Provided that such a licence may be grnted for a shorter period if the person by whom the 
1 icence is required so diesires or if the licensing authority for reasons to be recorded in writing 
c onsiders in any case that the licence should be granted for a shorter period. 

(2) A licence under any other provision of Chapter II shall, unless revoked earlier, continue 
in force for such period from the date on which it is granted as the licensing authority may in each 
case determine. 

(3) Every licence shall, unless the licensing authority for rcasona to be recorded in writing 
otherwise decides in any case, be renewable for the same period for which the licence was originalJy 
granted and shall be so renewable from time to time, and the provisions of sections 13 and 14 
shall apply to the renewal of a licence as they apply to the arant thereof. 

16. Fees, etc., for licence-The fees on payment of which, the condition subject to which and ', 

the fonn in whlch a licence shall be g£anted or renewed shall be such as may be prescribed : 

Provided that different fees, different conditions and different forms may be prescribed for 

different types of licences : 


Provided further that a licence may contain in addition to prescribed conditions such other 
conditions as may be considered necessary by the licensina authority in any particular case. 

17. Variation, suspension and rel·ocatJon or llcences-(1) The licensing authority may vary. 
the conditions subject to which a licence has been granted except such of them as have been prescrib-
ed and may for that purpose require the licence holder by notice in writina to deliver-up the licence 
to it within such timr ns may be specified in the notice. 
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(2) The licensing authority may, on the application of the holder of alicence~, also vary the 


conditions of the licence except such of them as have been prescribed. 


(3) Tho licensing authority mal by order in WTiting suspend a lioconce for such periods as it 

thinks fit or revoke a licence

(a) if the licensing authority is satisfied that the holder of the licence is prohibited by 

this Act or by any other law for the time being in force, from acquiring, having in his 

possession or carrying any arms or ammunition, or is of unsound mind, or is for any reason 


unfit for a licenci! under this Act ; or 

(b) if the liecensing authority deems it necessary for the $ecurity of the fublic i)e&ce or 


for.public safety to suspend or revoke the licence ; or 


(c:) if the licence was obtained by the suppression of material information or on the 

basis of wrong information provided by the the holder of the licence or any other person on 


his behalf at the time ofapplying for it ; or 


(d) if any of the conditions ofthe licence has been contravened; or 

(e) if the holder of the licence has failed to comply with a notice under sub-section 
(1) requiring him to deliver-up the licence. 

(4) The licensing authority may also revoke a licence on the application of the holder thereof. 

{5) Where the licensing authority makes an order varying a licence under sub-section 
(J) or an order suspending or revoking a licence under sub-section (3), it shall record in writing 
the reasons therefor and furnish to the holder of the licence on demand a brief statement of ~he same 
unless in any case the licensing authority is of the opinion that it will not be in the public intorest 

to furnish such statement. 

(6) The authority to whom the licensing authority is subordinate may by order in writing suspend 
or revoke a licence on any ground on which it may be suspended or revoked by the licensinJ autho
rity; and the foregoing provisions of this section shall, as far as may be, apply in relation to t~ 
suspension or revocation ofa licence b} such authority. 

(7) A court convicting the holder of ailicence of any offience under this Act or the rules made 

thereunder may also suspend or revoke the licence : 

Provided that if the conviction i~ set aside on appeal or otherwise, the suspemion or revoca

tion shall become void. 

(8) An order of suspension or revocation under sub-section {7) may also be made by an appellate 
court or by the High Court when exercising its powers of revision. 

(9) The Central Government may, by order in the Official Gazette, suspend or revoke or direct 
any licensing authority to suspend or revoke all or any licences granted under this Act throughout 

India or any part thereof. . 
(10) On the suspension or revocation of a licence under this section the holder thereof shall 

without delay surrender the licence to the authority by whom it has been suspended or revoked or 
to such other authority as may be specified in this behalf in the order ofsuspcmion or revocation. 

ttl. Appea1s-(J) Any person aggrieved by an order of the licensing authority refusing to grant a 
licence or varying the conditions of a licence or by an order of the licensing authority or the authority 
to whom the licensing authority is subordinate, suspending or revoking a licence may prefer an appeal 

against that order to such authority (hereinafter referred to as the appellate authority) and within 

!iUCh period as may be prescribed : 

Provided thnt no rtppe:\1 shall lie against any o rder made by, or under the direction of the 

Go,·ernment. 
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(2) No appeal shall be admitted if it is preferred after the expiry of the period prescribed therefor : 

Provided that au appeal may be admitted after the expiry of the period prescril:~d therefc: r if 
the appellant satisfies the appellate authority that he had sufficient cause for not preferrirtg the appeal 

within that period. 

(J) The period prescribed for an appeal shall be computed in accordance with the provisions of 
the Indian Limitation Act, 1908 (9 or 1908), with respect to the computation of periods of 

limitation thereunder. 

(4) Every appeal under this section shall be made by a petition in writing and sludl be accompani
ed by a brief statement of the reasons for the order appealed against where such statement has 
been furnished to the appellant and by such fee as may be prescribed. 

(j) In disposin1 of an appeal the appellate authority shall follow such pro:e:Jure as may be 
prescribed : 

Provided that no appeal shall bo disposed of unles>the appellaat ha:; b ~en ~iv.!nH•:a>~nabl~ 

opportunity of being heard. 

(6) The order appc.aled against shall, unle~u the appellate autb.ority co tlditio:n!ly ot· uncoadi· 
tionally directs otherwise, be in force pending the disposal of the appeal against such order. 

(7) Every order of the appellate authority confirming, modifying or r.!versing th~ order appeal 
cd againat ahall be final. 

CHAPTBR. IV 

POWERS AND PROCEDURE 

19. Power to demand production of llcoce, etc.-{!) Any police officer or any other officer 
apecially empowered in this behalf by the Central Government may demand the production of hi 1 

licence from any person who is carrying any arms or ammunition. 

(2) If the person upon whom a demand is made refuses or fails to produce the licence or to 
show that he is entitled by virtue of this Act or any other laYi {or the time being in force to carry 
such arms or ammunition without a licence, the officer concerned may require him to give his name 
and address and if such officer considers it necessary, seize from that person the a rms or a mmuni
tion which he is carrying. 

(3) If that person refuses to give his name and address or if the officer coccrned suspects that 
porson of giving a false name or address or of intending to abscond, such offi~~r ma:t arrest him 
without warrant. 

20. Arrest of penoos oon-.eying arms, etc., under suspicious cin:omstances-Whcre any persou 
found carrying or conveying any arms or ammunition whether covered by a licence or not, in such 
manner or under such circumstances as to afford just grounds of suspicion that the ~·amc :1re or is 
being carried by him with intent to u~te them, or that the same may be used, for any unlawful purpose 
anv magistrate, any police officer or any other public servant or any person employd or working, 
upon a railway, aircraft, vessel, vehicle or any other means of conveyance, may :=trrcst him without 
warrant and seize from him such arms or ammunition. 

11. Deposit ofarms, etc., on possessioa ceasing to be lawf'ul--{1) Any person having in his posses
sion any arms or ammunition the possession whereof has, in consequence of ·:the expira tion of the 
duration of a licence or of the suspension or revocation of a licence or by the issue of a notification 
under section 4 or by any reason whatever, ceased to be lawful, shall without unnecessary de1ay 
deposit the the same either with the officer incharge of the nearest police station or subject to such 

conditions as may be prescribed, with a licensed dealer or where such person is a member of the 
armed forces of the Union, in a unit armoury. 

Exp/anation.-In this sub-section "unit armoury" includes an armoury in a ship or establish
ment oftbe Indian Navy. 
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(2) Where arms or ammunition have or has been deposited under sub-section (1) the depositor 
or in the case of his death, his legal representative, shall, at any time before the expiry of such period 
at may be prescribed, be entitled

(a) to receive back anything so deposited on his becoming entitled by virtuo of this Aot 
or any other law for the time being in force to have the same in his possession, or 

{b) to dispose, or authorise the diaposal, .ofanything so deposited by sale or otherwise to 
any person entitled by virtue of this Act or any other law for the time being inforce to have, 
or not prohibited by this Act or such other law from having, the same in his posses!>ion and 
to receive the proceeds ofany such disposal : 

Provided that nothing in this sub-section shall be deemed to authorise tho return or dispoaal 
ofanythin1 of which confiscation has been directed under section 32. 

(J) All things deposited and not 1eceivod back or disposed of under sub-section (2) within 
tho period therein referred to shall be forfeited to Government by order ofthe district magistrate : 

Provided that in the case of suspension of a liccnco .no such forfeiture shall be ordered in 
reepc::ct ofa thing covered by the Jicence during the period of suspension. 

(4) Before making _an order under sub-section __(J) tho district magistrate shall, by notice in 
writing to be served upon the depositor or in the' case of his death, upon his legal repr>!sentative, in. 
the prescribed manner, require him to show cause within thirty days from the service of the notice 
why the things specified in the notice should not bo forfeited. 

(j) After considering the cause, if any, shown by the depositor or as the case may be, bis legal 
representative, the district magistrate shall pass such order as he thinks fit. 

(6) The Government may at any time return to the depositor or his legal representative things 
forfeited to it or the proceeds ofdisposal thereof wholly or in part. 

2l. Search aod seizure by magistrate-(1) Whenever any magistrate has reason to believe

(a) that any person residi11g within the local limits of his jurisdiction has in his possession 
any arms or ammunition for any unlawful purpose, or 

(b) that 'uch person cannot be left in the poasession of any arms or ammunition without 
danger to tbe public peace or safety, the magistrate may, after having recorded the reasons for 
his belief, cause a search to be made of the houae or premises occupied by such person or in 
which the magistrate has reason to believe that such arms or ammunition are or is to be found 
and may have such arms or ammunition, if any, seized and detain the same in safe custody for 
,uch period as he thinks necessary, although that person may be entitled by virtue of this Act 
or any other Iaw for the time beinginfo1 ce to have the same in his possession. 

{2) Every search under this section shall be conducted by or in the presence of a magistrate 
or by or in the presence of some officer specially empowered in,this behalf by the Central Govern

mont. 

23. Search of vessels, Yehicles for arms, etc.-Any magistrate, any police officer or any other officer 

1pecially empowered in this behalf by the Central Government. may for the purpose of ascertaining 
whether any contravention of tius Act or the rules made thereunder is being or is likely to be commit
ed, stop and search any vessel, vehicle or other means of conveyance and seize any arms or 
ammunition that may be found therein along with such vessel, vehicle or other means ofconveyance. 

:U. Seizure and deteotioo under orders of the Central Governmeot-The Central Government may 
at any time order the seizure of any arms or ammunition in the possession of any person, notwith_ 
standing that such person is entitled by virtue of this Act or any other law for the time being in force 
to have the same in his possession, and may detain the sam.: for such d>criod as it thinks neceesary 
for the public peace and safety. 
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J[Z.IA. Problbldoa u to possession of aodtlell arms Ia4lstarW _..., etc.-{1) Whcro :he ~ntral 

Govertuncat is satisfied that there is extensive disttarbancc of public peace and tr&o.quility Ol immi
nent danger ofsuch disturbance in any area and that for the prevention of offences in·talv 'ng the 
uao of W'DlS in such area, it is necessary or expedient 10 to do, it may by notificf.:•i.on in tile · 

Official Ga2ictto

(G) ,ipCCif'y the Umita ofsuch area ; 

(b) direct that beforo the commencement of the pctiod apoclftad in tbe notlftca~!on (whl~h 
period shall be a period coDll11cncing from a date not tar~ tm,n the fourth day af; ~;- r ~he date 
of publication ofthe notification in the Ofticial Oazottc), OVfr/ penon having in his p:11;se l3ion in 
such area any arms ofsuch description as may bo specl8od in tho notit\cation (the arr. ~<s fl."> spe~i
ficd being hereafter in this section referred to as notifted arms), shall depotit the same ~, ,.:fue su;b 
commencement in accordance with the provision ofsection 21 and for this purpose :he posses
lion by such person of any notified ll1'IDS, shall, notwitbstandiq anythina contai'1~:d in any 
other provision of this Act (exc.ept section 41) or in any.other law for the time being i1 fon:e, 
u from the ~ate of publication of tudl notification in tho Ofllcial Gazette bo doe~:rr:d :o havo ,. 
c:euec1 to be lawful; 

(e) declare tha~ as from the- coDJJDeQCement of, and uatil tha expiry of, thepori'' d ~ pecifiod 

in the notification, it sh&ll not bo lawful for any penon to haw in his po~~e~~ion in JUlb IU'OI. 


ayaotified armJ; 


(d) authorise any such officer rubordinato to tho Central Oovommont or a Stato o i>V nmm1t 

u may bospecified in the notification,

. (I) to eoarch at any time duri.na tho period lpocifted in tho notiftcadon an:; pt·"SSOl in, 
or passing brough, or any premiSCII in, or any qjma• orveaolorvobido~other ooxvey&nCD 

of whatever na~ in or passing through. or any ~ or·otbor container Jf v hatevor 
nabare in, such area ifsuch oflloor bas reason to bolieYe tba~ •Y notiiicd arms ~ :;~r:otcd by 
such person or in such premises or on such animal or in such veaeJ. vehicle or otl~ con~
anco or in such ~taclo or other conteinor; 

(I{) to soizo at any time during the period tpooifiod in the notification any n')~Jfi~ arma 
in tho possession ofany penon in such~or ciiJcoverod tbrou&h a eeerch unclor Jllb.(lausc(l), 
IDd detain tho same duriq the period spoci~~thonotifk:ation. 

· (2) The period specified in a notification isauod underaub-eeotion{l)in respectof any u1a wall 
not, in the first installcc, exceed ninoty.-4ays, bm tho Central Oo'YeriUDIOnt may f. !.::te: .ld 11Uch 

notification to extend sucb period from time to time by any period notexcwwUng ninoty rh y:: at Bil)f 

one time if, in the opinion of that Governmont, there continuos to be in such aroa stich disi~1rta.nco -of 
public peace and tranquility as is referred to in sub-section (l) or imminent danger thOfO':lf nd that 
for tho prevention of offences involving tho uso of arau in such aroa it is nocoss~ry or oxpt:dioHt so to 

do. 

(3) Tho provisioas of tho Code of CriiDlnal Procodmo, 1973 (1 of 1974), relating to s<·J<u:tflCS A~"ld 


soizuresshall, so far u may be, apply to any soarch or soizuro mado undor sub-section (1). · 


(4) For tho puiposes ofthis section,

(a) " arms" includes ammunition; 

(b) Whoro the period specified in a notiflcadon, as orlginaUy issued under sub-n ::tb n (.l)
•Je extended under_sub-section (1), then, in relation to such noti&ation, reforoncos in ~lAt ·section 

(1) to ."tho period speci1ied in tho not:idcation.. shall bo construed as references to :h;- period 

as so eUended. 


---------------------------...---··-~ 

1. Ss. 24Aud24Blos. b)' Act2S of1983.L 7 {w.e.l. 22-6-1983). 
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2-4B..Probntidoa as to carrylac of aotlflecl amu Ia or tbroap pabUc places Ia cllst1lrbed ar · ,~ me..- ·· 
(J)]Whoro .tho Central Govommont is satisftod that thoro is oxtcosivo disturbaacio of public .;> ;,a, :'"' an,,:l 
tranquility or imminent dangerohucb disturbance in any ama and that for tho provention · r' C' IODO,ls 

mvolvma tbo usC, orarms in such aroa it is necossary.orClllpediellt 10 to do, it may, by not :::.ct tiOD ~lll 
tbe OJilci.d Oazotte,

(a) 1pecify tho limill ofsucharea; 

(b) direct that during tho period spoci6od in tho notiftcation (which period shall h~ a poricd 
commencing from a dato not oarlior than tho sooo.ad day after tho dato of publication •A tl nnotl
ftcatiC)Q in tho Ofll~ial Gazette), no porson shall oarry or othorwiso havo in his pos$ ;~~si >n ~WlJ 

arms of such doscription as may bo specified in tho notification (tho arms so spocifiod :;dr.s bm>
lftaiD tbiiiOCtion rofcrrcd to u notified &rml) throqh 

. 
or in any public pllco in •uc':l -, .• ; 

(c)-authome any-such officer subordinate to tho Cen~l Government or a Stato C cre.:ome;:lt 
u may bo spocifiod in tho notification,

(() to search at any timo during the .period spociftecl in tho notification aay ~4~00: t m<;r 
. passing through, or any premises in or forming part or, or any animal or vessel or ·:·')J·,.tclc or 
other ConVOyiltioo of whateVer nature, in or paasiag. lJuoUgh, or ·any rec::optad:t: 0 · Otb':ll' 
container of whatever nature in. any pub~ place if such &rea· in such officDr haf ?.'¥son (;o 

belicvo that any notified arms aro secreted by such person or in s~ pmniscs ' '' ( t\ such 
anlmal Qr in such~~. vehi~ orothor coil~ or In such recioptaclo or·other~·:At ::o« ; 

(II) to selzo at any time during the period spoclfted In tho notification any no:}fl~ I arn,11 

beJng carrlod by or otherwiso in tho possessloa ofany person, throup or in a pubr~,J I !aQo .in 
suCh area orcliscovcml through a search UDdor sub-cla1110 (I), and detain tho same d.w Ds ~e 
period spocifiod in tho notiftcaion. 

(1) The period apoctfted m~a. aoti&BdoD iu~'OllAr~ (I) in respect of any ~rn sl:mll 
not, in the first instance, exceed ninety days, but the CentralQov~CQ.t rnA) amend such n~tikati~)n 
to extend such period from timo to time by any period not oxcoCidiDg tiJnoty days at any OD(' dJJ·to it, in 
t be oopinlon .of that GovcmmCDt, there continues ·to bo- iB such ana-.sliCih disturbauco orP' ;.~li 1ptil1:. 
an4 tnmquDity as Js referred to in sub-section (I) or imminent clanser thereof and that f''i:' l 'lo pro 
veotioDofotrcmccs involvina tho uscofarms in such aroait is aecoswy oroxpodieDtso to do. 

/ 

(.1) Tho provisions orthe Code otCriminal Proc.edwe. 1973, (2 of 1974), relating to scar;'lu~ , and 
10izurea1hall, so far as may be, apply to any soarch or IOizun mado wader sub-section (1). 

(a) "arms"' Includes ammunition ; 

(b) "public place" means any place intorldod for ute by, or acceaiblo to, tho pu·:l.!ic or amy 
section ofthe public; and 

(e) whore tho period speoi1led in a nt>tiftcation, as orisinaUY issued under :n:.b- iOCtlllD 

(!), is o~ed under sub-:scction-(2), then, in rolation to such notification, roforen,. ~:s n sub
soction (I)to ' 'tho period speciftodin tho notification" sbaU ~ COl\struod as ~req~ to tho 
ptdod u 10ateDdocl.] 

\ .. 
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CHAPTI!k V 

OFFENCES AND PENALTIES 

25. P..mbmeDt for certain oll'eaces-.1[( 1) Whoever

(a) manufactures, sells, transfers, converts, repairs, tests or proves, or exposes or offers for 

sale or transfer. or has in his possession for sale, transfer, conversion, repair, test or proof, any 

arms or ammunition in contravention ofsection S; or 


(b) shortens the barrel of aJfirearm or converts an immitation firearm into a firearm in contra 

vention ofsection 6: or
,. 

(d) bring into, or takes out of, India, any arms or ammunition of any class or description in 

contravention ofsection II, 


shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than three years but which 
may extend to seven years and shall also be liable to fine. 

S[(lA) Whoever acquires, has in his possession or carries any prohibited arms or prohibited 
ammunition in contravention of section 7 shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which 
shall not be less than five years, but which may extend to teo years and shall also be liable to fine. 

(JAA) Whoever manufactures, sells, transfers, converts, repairs, tests or proves,I or exposes or 
offers for sale or transfer or has in his possession for sale, transfer, conversion, repair, test or proof 
any prohibited arms or prohibited ammunition in contravention of section 7 shall be punishable with 
imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than seven vears but which may eJttend to imprison
ment for life and shall also be liable to fine.) 

•[(/..fAA.)] Whoever ... as in contravention of a notification issued under section 24A in his posscss
Sion or in contravention of a notification issued under section 24B carries or otherwise has in his 
possession, any arms or ammunition shaD be punishable with imprisonment for a term j which shall 
Rot be Jess than •{three years, but which may extend to seven years] shall als~ be liable to fine. 

(JB) Whoever

(a) acquires, has in his possession or:cames any:fircarm or ammunition in contravention of 

section 3; or 


(b) acquires, has in his possession or carries in any place specified by notification under 

section 4 any arms of such class or description as has been specified ~in that~notification in 

contravention of that section; or 


(c) sells or transfers any firearm whichjdoostnot bear the name of the maker, manufacturer's 

number or other identification mark stamped or otherwise shown !thereon!as_;t'eguircd ;by sub

section (2) of section 8 or does any act in contravention of sub-section ;(I) of that ~section; 


or 

(d) being a person to whom sub-clause (ii))or sub-clause (iii) of clause (a) of su~section 


( /) of section 9 applies, acquires, has in his pcmession ;or~carries ,any firearm or,am munition In 

eontravcntion orthat section; or 


(t) sells or transfers. or converts, repairs, tosts)>r provos any]firearm:or;ammunition ill 
contravcmtion ofclause (b) of sub-section (I) orsectiOD!9; ~or~ .-. 

(f) brinp into, or takes out or, IDdia,lan;c&rmsfor:ammunition'"jiQ:ontra'Ve!ltion of secdoa 

10; or 


t. Saba. by Act 15 ofl983,s. 8(w.e.f.22-6-1983). 
2. OmJtted byAct42of I988,L S(w.e.r. 27-'-1988). 
~- R«~umbirediUid ins. bY s. 5,1&1/L(w.e.t l1·'-J988). 
4. Subs.~ Act 19 ort98~. s. 'Horcertaio words. 
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(g) transports any arms or ammunitioninoontravention ofsection l2; or 

(h) fail:; to deposit arms o r ammunition as required by sub-section (2) of section 3, or 
~ub·section (1} of section 2l ; or 

.(i) being a manufacturer·of,. or dealer in. arms or ammunition, fails, on bemg required to 
.:io so by rules made under section 44, to maintain · a record or account or to make therein all 
~uch entries as are required by such rules or·intention'llly m~kes a. false antty therein or prevents or 
,lbstructs the inspection of such record or account or the making of copies of entries therefrom 
·.)r prevents or on3lrucb the entry into anipremises or other place where arms or ammunition are 
ur is manufacturd or kept or intentionally fails to exhibit ot conc;eals such arms or ammunition 

·.!:· r ..! f l.l >!> to r :l int oat wh~r~ ttle same aae or is manufactured or kept, 

,.hail be punishable with imprisonment for a team which shalll.not be less than 1fone vearl but which 
mny .::xtend to three y.,ars and shall also be liable to fine : 

Provided tha t the Court may for any adequate and special reasons to be recorded in the judgment 
1n1pose a senten.:e Of iinprisol\tnent fot· <l term ofles!i than 1[one year}. 

-lUC.I Notwithst:mding anything .:ontained in Sllb-section (/B), whoever commits an offence 
punishable under that sub-!.ection in any disturbed area shall be punishable with 1mpnsonmcnt 10r a 
!crm which shall not be tess than three years but which may elttend to seven years and shall also be 
iiahl.r:- to fiRe. 

Sxplanation.·-For .the purposes of this sub-section, "disturbed area" means any area declared 
t.() oe a disturbed area under any. enactment, for the time being in force, making provision for the 
suppre!;sion of disorder and restoration and maintenanco of public order, and includes any areas 
,rx~cified by notification under section 24A orsection 248.] 

(2) Whoever being a person to whom sub-clau<>e (i) of clause (a) of sub4 section (/) of s~ction 9 

applies, acquires, has in his po.>se:>sion or carries any firearm or ammunition in contravontion of that 
;;ecti.:>n shall b~ punish'l.blc with imprisonment for a term which m:1y ex:tend to one year, or with fine 
N With both . 

'f(J) Whoever sell<> or tran~fers any firearm, ammunition or other arms

(i ) without informing the district magistrate havingjarisdiction or the officer in charge of the 
::~ :\r~:; t police station, of th_, intended sale or tran~fcr of that firearm, ammunition or other 

<lrtns; or 

·(ii) before the expiration of the period of forty five days from the date of giving such informa
' 'on to ~uch district magistrate or th~ officer in charg~of the police station. 

~;', ·ctltltravention of the provisions of clause1a) or clause (b) of the proviso to sut>.section (2) of 
,ection 5, shall b~ pU!iishablc with imprisonment for a term which may extend to si:( months, or with 
fine ofan a moun! which may extend to five hundred rupees, or with both]. 

. . 
(4) Whoever fails to deliver-up a licence when so required by the licensing authority under sub· 

,~~ction (I) of section 17 for the purpose of varying the.conditions sPe'cifiCd 1n the licence"or fails to 
~u~hder a licence·to the appropriate authority llnder sub-stctiO'll ( /O)· of that section on its suspension 
;H' revocation shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to six ~Rths, or 
with fine ofan amount which may extend to five hun~red rtipO.Cs, or with. both. 

~ Subs. by Act 39 of 1985, s, 2 ior ••m mc:nt~s". 


JM. by S. 2, ibid. 


_;, "nb~. by Act 25 of 1983, s. S (w.e.f. 22-6-1983). 
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(5) Whoever. wh~n requiNd und~r s.::ction l9 t.o giv.:! his nam;, and address, r.:fuses to give sue h 
name and addr~ss or gives a uame or addr.,>s which subsequ!ntly tran'lpires to be fats(: shall be punish

able with imprisonment for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine of an amount which 

may extend to two hundred rupees, orwith both. 

1(26. Secret contraventions-(!) Whoever does any act in contravention of any of the provisions of 
section 3, 4, 10 or 12 in such manner as to indicate an intention that such act may not be known to any 
public servant or to any person employed or working upon a railway, aircraft, vessel, vehicle or any 
other m:ans of conveyance, shall be punishable with imprisonm~nt for a term which shall not be less 
than six: months but which may elttend to ~even years and also with fine. 

(2) Whoever does any act in contravention of any of the provisions of section 5, 6, 7 or 11 in 
such man11e1 n.s to indicate an intention that such act may not be known to any public servant or 
to any person emplvyed •) r work:ng upon a railway, aircraft, vessel, vehicle or any other means of 
conveyance, shi:lll be punishable with imprisonmont for a term which shall not be less than five 
years but which may extend to ten years and also with fine. 

(3) Whoever <>il any search being made under section 22 conceals or attempts to conceal any 
arm5 ~o.'T ammunitson, shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to ten 

years and also with fine.] 

2[27. Punishment for using arms, etc.-{1) Whoever uses any arms or ammunition in contraven
tion of 5ection 5 shall be punishable with irnprisomneot for a term which shall not be les~ then 
three years but which may extend to seven years and shall also be lieble to fine. 

(2) Whoever uses any prohibited arms or prohibited ammunition in contravention of section 7 
shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than seven years but which 
may extend to imprisonment for life and shall also be liable to fine. 

(J) Whoever uses any prohibited arms or prohibited ammunition or does any'act in contravention 
of section 7 and such use or act results in the death of any other person, .shall be punishable with 
d~ath.] 

28. PIDUshmeot for liSe and possession of firearms or imitation 6.rearnu in certain cases-Whoever 
makes or attempts to make any use whatsoever of a firearm or an immitation firearm with intent to 
resist or prevent the lawful arrest or detention of hirnseJf or any other person shan be punishable 
with imprisonment for a term which may extend to seven years I(and with fine]. 

Explanation-In this section the expx-e$sion "immitation firearm" has the same meaning as in 
section 6. 

29. Punishment for knowiogly purchasing arms, ete., from uoUncensed persoa or for deUvering arms, 
etc•• to person not entitled to possess the same-Whoever

(a) purchases any firearms or any other arms ofsuch class or description as may be prescribed 
or any ammunition from any other person knowing that such other person is not licensed or 
authorised under section 5; or 

(b) delivers any arms or ammunition into the possession ofanother person without previously 
ascertaining that such other person is entitled by virtue of this Act or any other Jaw for the time 
being in force to have, and is not prohibited by this Act or such other law from having, in his 
possession the same, 

shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to 4[tbree years, or with tine, or 
with both]. 

. ·---- - ·- ·---- ··---· - · ·-- ----- -
r. Subs. by Act 25 of 1983, s. 9 (w.e.f. 22-6-1983). 
2. Subs. by Act 42ofl988. ~ . 6(w.e.f.27-5-l988). 

3. Subs. by Act 25 of 1983, s. 10, (w.e.f. 22-6-1983). 
4. Subs. hy s. 11, ibid., (w.e.f. 22-6-1983). 
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30. Plmlshmeot for c:ontraYeatipa of liceac:e or rule-Whoever contravenes any condition of a 
licence or any provision of this Act or any rule made ther.:under, for which no punishment is provided 
elsewhere in this Act shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to I(six 
months], or with fine which may edend to l(two thousand] rupe;,s, or with both. 

· 31. Punishment for subsequent oO'ences--Whocv~r having be"' convicted of an offence under this 
Act is again convicted of an offence under this Act shall be punishable with double the penalty 

provided for the latter offence. 

32. Power to confiscate-(/) When any person is convicted under this Act of any offence commi
tted by him in re5pect of any arms or ammunition, it shall be in the discretion of the convicting court 
further to direct that the whole or any portion of such arms or ammunition, and any vessel, vehicle or 
other means of cS"nveyance and any re(:Cptacle or thing containing. or used to conceal. the arms or 
ammunition shall be confiscated : 

) 

Provided that if the conviction is set aside on appeal or otherwise, the order of confiscation shall 


become void. 


(2) An order of confiscation may also be made by the appellate court or by the High Court when · 

exercising its powers ofrevision. 


33. Offeoce by c:ompules-{1) Whenever an offence under this Act has been committed by a 
company, every person who at the timo the offence was committed was in charge of, or was responbsile 
to the company for the conduct of the bu.siness ofthe company, as well as the company, shall be deemed 
to be guilty of tho offence and shall be liable to be proceeded against and punished accordingly : 

Provided that nothing contained in this !lub-section shall render any such person liable to any 
punishment under this Act if he proves that the offence was committed without his knowledge and that 
ho exercised aU due diligence to prevent the commission of such offence. 

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (I) where an offence under this Act 
has been committed by a company and it is proved that tho offence has been committed with the 
consent or connivance of, or. is attributable to any neglect on the part of, any director, manager, 
secretary or other officer ofthe company, such director, manager, secretary or other officer shall also be 
deemed to be guilty of that offence and shall be liable to be proceeded against and punished accordingly. 

Explanation-For the purposes ofthis section

(a) "company" means any body corporate, and includes a firm or other association or 

individuals; and 


(b) "director", in relation to a firm, means a partner in the firm. 

CHAPTER IV 

MISCELLANEOUS 

34. Sanction of Central Govemment for Warehousing of Arms-Notwithstanding anything con

tained in the 2[Customs Act, 1962, (52 of 1962)) no arms or ammunition shall be deposited in any 

warehouse licensed under 1[section 58) of that Act without the sanction of the Central Government. 


·--·- ··--- - - - ----- - - - - - -· -- - - - 
1. Subs. by Act 25 of 1983, s. 12 (w.e.f. 22·6-1983). 

"}, Subs. by,s.l3, ibfd, (w.e.f.22-6-1983). 
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35. Criminal responsibility of persons in occupation of premises In certain cases-Where any arms 
or ammunition in respect of which any offence under this Act has been or is being committed are or 
is found in any premises, vehicle or other place in the joint occupation or under the joint control of 
several persons, each of such persons in respect of whom there is reason to believe that he was aware 
of the existence of the arms or ammunition in the premises, vehicle or other place shall, unless. the 
contrary is proved, be liable for that offence in the same manner as if it has been or is being committed 
~y him alone. · 

36. Information to be given regarding certala offences--(!) Every person aware ofthe commission 
ofany offence under this Act shall, in the absence of reasonable excuse the burden ofproving which 
aballlie upon such person, give information of the same· to the officer in charge of the nearest police 
atation or the magistrate having jurisdiction. 

(2) Every person employed or working upon any railway, aircraft, vessel, vehicle or other means f 

of conveyance shaJI, in the absence of reasonable excuse the burden of provipg which shall lie upon 
such person. give information to the officer in charge of the nearest police station regarding any box, 
package or bale in transit which he may have reason to suspect contains arms 01 ammunition in rce
pect of which an offence under this Act has been or ia being committed. 

37. Arrest and searches-Save as otherwise provided in this Act,- 

(a) all arrests and searches made under this act or under any rules made thereunder shall 

be carried out in accordance with the provisions of the 1[Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 

(2 of 1974)], relating respectively to arrests and searches made under that Code; 


(b) any person arrested and any arms or ammunition seized under this Act by a person not 

being a magistrate or a police officer shaD be delivered without delay t6 the officer in charge of 

the nearest police station and that officer shall 

(i) either release that person on his executing a bond with or without sureties to appear 
before a magistrate and keep the things seized in his custody till the appearance of that 
person before the magistrate, or 

(ii) should that person fail to execute the bond and to furnish, if so required, sufficient 
sureties, procedure that person and those things without delay before the magistrate. 

38. Offences to be cognizable-Every offence under this Act shall be cognizable within the meaning 

ef the lfCode of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (2 of 1974)]. 


39. Previous sanction of the district magistrate necessary in certain cases-No prosecution shaH 
be instituted against any person in respect of any offence under section 3 without the previous sanction 
of the district magistrate. 

-40. Protection of action taken in good faith-No suit, prosecution or other legal proceeding shall 
lie ajlinat any person for anything which is in good faith done or intended to be done under this Act . 

.. 1. Power to exempt-Where the Central Government is of the opinion that it is necessary or 
npedient in the public interest so to do, it may, by notification in the Official Gazette and subject to 
sueh conditions, if any, as it may specify in the notification,

(a) t[exempt any person or class of persons (either generally or in relation to such descrip

tion of arms and ammunition as may be specified in the notification)], or exclude any description 

of arms or ammunition, or withdraw any part of India, from the operation of all or any of the 

provisions of this Act; and 


1. &ubi. by Act 25 of 1983, s. 14, (w.e.f. 22-6-1983). 

l.. sua.. by Act2S of 1983, s. 1S (w.e.f. 22-6-1983). 
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(b) as often as may be, cancel auy such notification and again subject, by a like notification, 
the person or class of persons or the description of arms and ammunition or the part of India to 
the operation of such provisions. 

41. Power to take census of fire--ar•ns--(1) The Central Government may, by notification in the 
Official Gazette, direct a census to. be taken of all firearms in any area and empower any officer of 
Governm~nt to take such census. 

(2) On the issue of any such notification all persons having in their possession any firearms in 
that area shall furnish to the officer concerned such information as be may require in relation thereto 
and shall produce before him such firearml» if he so requires. 

43. Power to delegate-(]) The Central Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, 
direct that any power or function which may be exercised or performed by it under this Act other than 
the power under section 41 or the power under section 44 may, in relation to such matters and subject 
to such conditions, if any, as it may specify in the notification, be exercised or performed also by

(a) such officer or authority subordinate to the Central Government, or 

(b) such State Government or such officer or authority subordinate to the State Government 
as may be specified in the notification. 

(2) Any rules made by the Central Government under this Act may confer powert. or impose 
duties or authorise the conferring of powers or imposition of duties upon any State Government or 
any officer or authority subordinate thereto. 

44. Power to make rules-(1) The Central Government may, by notification in the Official 
Gazette, make rules for carrying out the purposes of this Act. 

(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing power, such rules may 
provide for all or any of the following matters, namely :

(a) the appointmznt, jurisdiction, control and functions of licensing authorities I[including 
tbe areas and the categories of arms and ammunition for which they may grant licences]; 

(b) the form and particulars of application. for the grant or renewal of a licence and where 
the application is for the renewal of a licence, the time within which it shall be made; 

(c) the form in which and tbe conditions subject to which any licence may be granted or' 
refused, renewed, varied, suspended or revoked; 

(d) where no period has been specified in this Act, the period for which any licence shall 
continue to be in force; 

(e) the fees payable in respect of any application for the grant or renewal of a licence and in 
respect of any licence granted or renewed and the manner of paying the same; 

(f) the manner in which the maker's name, the manufacturer's number or other identification 
mark of a firearm shall be stamped or otherwise shown thereon; 

(g) the procedure for the test or proof of any firearms; 

(h) the firearms that may be used in the course of training, tho age limits of persons who may 
use them and the conditions for their use by such persons; 

: 

1. Ins. by Act 2S ofl983, •· 16(w.e.f. 22-6-1983). 
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(I) the authority to whom appeals may be preferred under section 18, the procedure to be 
followed by such authority and the period within which appeals shall be preferred, the fees to be 
paid in respect of such appeals and the refund of such fees; 

(J) the maintenance of records or accounts of anything done under a licence other than a 
licence under section 3 or section 4, the form of, and ~e entries to be made in, such records or 
accounts and the exhibition of such records or accounts to any police officer or to any officer of 
Govenunent empowered in this behalf; 

(k) the entry and inspection by any police officer or by any officer ofGovernment empowered 
in this behalf of any premises or other place in which arJm ot ammunition are or ia manu· 
factured or in which arms or ammunition are or is kept by a manufacturer of or dealer in such 
a.rma or ammunition and the exhibition of the same to such officer; 

(I) tl1e conditions subject to which arms or ammunition may be deposited with a liCCDICd 
dealer or iii. a unit armoury as required by sub-section (1) of section 21 and the period on the ex· 
picy of which the things so deposited may be forfeited. 

(m) any other mattel' i:J to be, or may be, prescribed. 

(3) :Every rule made under this section shall be laid as soon as may be after it is ma.de before 
each house ofParliamont while it is in session for a total peliod of thirty days which may be comprised 
in one session or in l(two or more successive sessions, and if, before the expiry of the session immedia
tely following the gession or the successive sessions aforesaid]; both Houses agree in making any 
modification in the rule or both Houses agree that the rule should not bt made, the rule shall thero
after have efl'ect only in such modified form or be of no effect, as the case may be, so, however, that 
any such modification or annulment shall be without prejudice tc the validity of anything previously 
dono under that rule. 

45. Act nut to apply in certain cases-Nothing in this Act shall apply to

(a) arms or ammunition on board any sea-going veuel or any aircraft :1od forming part of 
the ordinary armament or equipment of such vessel or a.ircraft: 

(b) the acquisition. possession or carrying, the manufacture, repair, conversion, test or 
proof, tho sale or transfer or the import, export or transport ofarms or ammunition

(i) by or under orders of the Central Government, or 

(if) by a public servant in the course of his duty as such pu&lic servant, or 

(iii) by a member of~ National Cadet Corps raised and maintained under the National 
Cadet Corps Act, 1948 (31 of1948), or by anyoffi.cerenrolledpersonofthe Territorial Army 
raiseo and ma.intained·under the 'territorial Army Act, 1948, (56 of 1948) or by any member 
of any other force~ raised and maintained or that may hereafter be raised 
and maintained under any Central Act, or by any member ofsuch other forces as the Central 
Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, specify, in the courso of his duty 
as such member, officer or enrolled person. 

(c) any weapon of an absolete patt~ru or of antiquarian value or in disrepair which .is not 
capable of being used as a firearm either with or without repair; 

(d) the acquisition, possession or carrying by a person of ltlinor parts of arms or ammuni
tion which are not intended to be used along with complementary parts acquired or 
poaesscd by that or any other person. 

46. Repeal of Act ll of 1878--(1) The Indian Arm' Act, 1878, is hereby repealed. 

(2) Notwithstanding the repeal of the Indian Arms Act 1878 (ll of 1878)~ and without prejudice to 
the provisions of sections 6 and 24 ofthe General Clauses Act 1897 (10of l897). every licence granted 
or renewed under the first mentioned Act and in force immediately before the commencement of this 
Act shall, unless sooner revoked, continue in force after such commencement for the unexpired 
portion of the period for which it has been granted or renewed. 

-------------------~ 1;;-; ~~;-:~~ . .-: ~<";~~-.~:~ ~ -.. ·..:i:t-i.-h1-.1

.1 Subs. by Act 2.5 ofl983. 1.16(w.e.f. 22-6-1P83). • • • • .. . ,1 
; ~ . . ,..i...::.:, :":_·~ 1

,( I. I' II ...c .~J.T .......8.1o ; 

· o.~"'-········J.{J;..L.o1........ i 



