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THE MEGHALAYA MAINTENANCE OF PUBLlC ORDER 
ACT [ASSAM MAINTENANCE OF PUBLIC ORDER 

AC!, 1947 (A<J.T V OF 1947)] 

AND 

THE MEGHALAYA MAINTENANCE OF PUBLIC ORDER 
. (AUTONOMOUS DISTRICTS) ACT [ASSAM MAINTENANCE 

OF PUBLIC . ORDER (AUTONOMOUS DISTRICTS) 
. AOT 1953 (AGI' XVI OF 1953)] 

· .·. · ' (WHICH ASSAM ACTS WERE ADAPTED AND MODIFIED 
BY MEGHALAYA ADAPTATION OF LAWS.QRDER 

No. I OF 1974.) . 



'*THE MEGH.ALAYA M~INTENANCE OF.PUBLIC ORUER,ACT," 

[AS~AM MA-INTENANCE OF PUBLIC ORDER ACT; 

194·7 (ASSAM ACT V OF 1947) AS ADAPTED ~ND 


'· MODIFmD BY MJ;.GHALAYA 

Ali Act to enable t!te Pro!'ill~ial Gooemment to Jlrovidc for . l [re.rtrit:tioll..f on 
movement,] imposition of wllectic,e Jines, 2 [control of press and .publications] 

control of meetings a•:d processions a11d of cs . .-entiat sero1cesS * * 
• . * f o·r the maintenanct! in .11/!ghalaya uj public order and of servicu 
essenttal .to the life of the commur.ity. 

l'rr,an~blt WHURllAS it is expedi ent to enable theProvinci:ll 
Government to provide for !}. [1·estxictions on move
ment], impo9ition and recovery of collective · fines, 
1 [<'ontt ol of p ress. and publications], contro1of meetings 
'3.r:d pl'ocession a11d to regula te the use and :;ale o f cer tain 
drc~sJG and of services eBscntial to th•: life of the com
munity and purpose.~ connected tht:rewith in orr.cr 
to safeguard, prevent and overcome, ~hould it arise, 
any break-down of law and order. 

It is hereby enacted as follows: ..- 

Short title, ]. (1yThis Act shall be called the Mcghalaya M<~ in
cxtellt and tenan ce of Public Order Act.
coJnmence• 
ment, ·' 

*The A.M.l'.O. Acr, 1947 (V of l9·H ) was passctl by the 
.. Assam J. r.gisl.ttive and recr:ived the asst'"nt of th~ Governor ur:\ 
27th March 1947. 

"'For Statnn~n t of Objects ar: d Reascns see lvie'!,hllla;•a Ga.: tile, 
19'17, Part V, paie 7 J . 

land .1_··Substitutr.d by Amnn Act of 1 9~0 (X X[ ol' 1950 ) 
r..r th•~ words "pr~ventivt: detention." 

2and 4·. -In~erted b y 1\menJrnent Act of 19-'9 (XII ·of .!94·9). 
J'rovisions i 1 the Act so far as they relate to control of pren and 
oublication~ have been repea ltd by t he l'rr.ss (Objectionable 
Matter) Act, 195l.(No.LVI of 1951.) 

~The words " C01mected with n·atters within the exclusi,•ely 
Provincial L~gislati~e. , field" omi tt ed 'by Assam Act VII.of 1 )} I • 

t .'\pplird to Parti~.~liy Excluded areas under section .92 of 
Government of India Act, 1935 uick Notification No.HMI.31JH, 
dated lRt Apri11947. Extended to Naga Hills under Notiiication 
No .L.l63/1'6f34.AD., dated 20th December, 1947 anJ I t other 
Rx:cluded Areas under Notification N o,L.163/46{1l-AD., d:ttd 
15th J :me, 1918. The application of tbill Act in the Autono.nous 
District has h~en rept:akd vide AS5am Act XVI of 195~. . , . 

I ,.;;-.;.! ~·'' ··~VI··~~- - - _ _.,.._____________......,... ______,...._..__ - ... · , , ' :- • ~; .j~~~ ;~ 

.•-' ... t_,._., ·"" II, ~"}" .... ' 
4" '" , .. t:~ '!.~ 

6 Ins~rted by Auam .<\ct XX of 1968, )!:_ :·':-·' ~~~ ' 

~ M ~1853 (~*!::~;;l::GJ· 
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r~er rkro 2(1) The [State Oovernmeotp, if s2tisfied with rcs
":est~icling• pect t o ~ny p articular person tha t with a view to pre
the moye- venting him from acting in any manner prejudicial to 
menta or a.c• th~ publicsafety and the maintenance of publit; ordt.:r 
tl~ns or c:,r. it is nece~sary so to do may make and o.rder
taln persoDL · ' 

§(a) directing that, except in ~o far as he may be 
permitted by the provisions of the order, or by such 
authority or penon~ as mav be ipccified therein, he 
shall not be in any such arra or place in M eghalay,, a,s 
mny be specifil'd in the order; 

(b) requiring him te res 'de or r,.main in such 
place or within sucla an:a in Meghalaya as may be 
spr.cified in the order, and if ht: is not already there to 
proceed to that place ox area within such time as may 
be~specified in the order; 

( c j req~iring him to noti fv his movements o 1· to 
report himself or both to notify his movetmnt> and. 
report himself in such manner, at such times and to 
such authority or person as may be specified in the 
order; 

(d) impo~ing upon him such restrictioJ·s as may 
be specified in the order in respect of his employm( nt o r 
business, in respect of his association or communic:·ttion 
with other pc.rsons, and in respect of his activi t ies 
in relation t.o the disseminat'on of news or propL-gation 
of opinions; 

(e) pt_ohibiting or restricting the poss'ssi:Jn or 
use by him of any such article or articles as may be 
~pecified in the order; 

(f) otherwise r egulating his conduct. in any such 
particular manner. as may be speci~td in the order. 

· (2) · A District Magistrate m ay exercise the power 
couferrcd by "' *2 sub~~ection (1) ar.d an 
order so made by him shall be valid for a period not 
exceeding two months. 

1 [(:~) When· any order is made under sub-sec
tion (l} by a Distl'ic t Magistrat e .()r by an officer or 
authodty empowered under section 9, the Di~Jrict 

§The original clauae (a) which ran· a • follows was omilt•d by 
Assam Act XXI of 1950 and subsequent clause& w~re rcr.un:bcrcd. 

" (a ) direc tinR" that he he detained~' . 
1 Substituted by _'\mendrneot Aet of 1949. (Act XII of 194-!i). 
2 ·The word~ " clause (a) of " omitted by AsJam Act . X X I ()[ 

1950. 
3 The words ~·p, uvincial Government" has been changed <o 

·' ~tate Govcrnmcnt"-Vide Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950. 



Magi;:Jrate OJ' ~hat offi;cl· or authorily as the case m ay 

be shall forthwl~h rep~rt the fact to the [State] os Gov- . 
 . ~' _: ; 
ernment, tog·~ther wtth the grounds on which the 

order l~a~ been made and ·such other particulars as, in 

the opnuon o~su~h officer or authority, have a bearing 

on the necess1ty tor or expediency of the order.]. 


(4) An o.rde.r _made under aub-sect ion (1) may 

requ:re the pe1-son m J'C.>pect of · whom it is m ade to· 


·enter into a bond, with or without sureties, for ·the due 
performance of, ·or as an alternative to the enforce
ment of~ such restricrions or conditions made in the 
orde.r as may be specified in the order. 

(-5) If any person is in any :trea or place in con

travt:ntion of an order· made under the provisions of 

this seetion, or fails w ]eave any area or place in 

accord::o.nce with the requirements of such an order, 

then ~ • * * • 

he may be removed from such area or place by any 

police officer or by any person acting 9n behaU . of 

Government. 


3 * * •. ~ ! 
4 [ (6)] If the (State] 11 Governmeut has reason to 


believe that a person in respect of whom such an order 

as afu: esaid h~ ·been made u "' "' has 

abscondeq or is concealing himself so that t!:• order 

cannot he executed, it may

(a) make a report in writing of the fact · to a 
Magistrate of the first class having jurisdict·ion in the 
place where the said person ordinarily resides; and 
thereupon the provision of seclions 87, 88 and 89 9f Act v ef . 
the Code of Crirn:nal Procedure, 1898, shall apply in 1898. 
respect of the ·3aid person and his property as if the 
order £[under clau~e (rJ) or (b) of sub-section (1) or 
section 2] where- a warrant issued l?v the M~gistrat'; 

(b) by order notified in the official Gazette, direct 

the said person to appear before such officer, ·at su~h 

place, and w;thin s:tch period as may be ::pecified ;m, 

the order ; and if the said penon fails to comply With 

such direction he shall, unless he proves that i t · was 


1 The words "directing that he be detained" omitted by the 
Assam''Act VII of I 951. · 

s Substituted by Amendment _Act. 1951 (VII. ?f 1951) . . 
2 The words "without prejudtce to the proVtston of_sub

sectiOil (6) omitted by Amendment Act of 1951 (Vll:·o r I951) 

3 Origina.lsub-sections t.6) omitted by Aasam Act VII:ofl951 

~ .Sub-section. (7) and (II) re·numbered as sub-secllom (6) 
and ·l 7) by Assam Act VII 1951\. . 

6 Substituted by A. 0. 1950 for "Provincial". · 



hot po.s.~ibk for him to comply th<:rcwith and · that he 
had ; within.the period :->pecifi•:cl in the order, informt d 
the oflicer of the reason which rc11 dcr ;;-d compliance 
therewi:h impossible and c,f his wherc~about~, b~ 
.Ptmi~habk with i '11pt·isonmcn t: . fo1· a term whi r.h m ay 
extend to one year, or witlt fin e, or · with both. 

·.(7) If any person contJ'avcnt:S an y order made 
under this section, :J. *· * * * 
he shall be punishable wi1h imprisonment for a. tc:rm 
which m t~y ext'en d to one vea.r, Ol' w ith fine, or ~· ith 
both,' and if-:ll.ich person has entered into a b<: nd in 
pursuance of the provisions of sub-section [·:~)]4. his 
bond ~h:• ll be forfeited, and any person bound thereby 
shall pay the penalty thereof, or show cause to the . 
sati·, faetion of the convicting C ourt why such penalty 
should not be p 1id. 

u[(U)If any person required to enter ••pen a bond 
under sub-se<.:tion (4) refuses or f~tils to do so within 
the time sp<'cified in the order, he shall be punishable 
..,~ith impfisonmcnt Lr a term which n1av extend to 
one year:· · 

Provided that if during the course of trial or du
d ilg the·period the pe1·son ia in impriwnment the bond 
'is duly eHtered upon by h im, the trial or the impri~ 
sonment, as the case may be . shall abate with effect 
from the date the bond ia entered into] . 

Duration of 5[ .An order m ade under sub-section ( I) ofsec-
order 1.m-tion 2 sh<~ ll be in forcf' for such period as may .b e 
dcr secuon.. . . 'fi d b l' f 1 d 
2 . ·spect e ut not excee:. ·mg one year rom t 1e ate on 

• 	 which it is co nfirmed or m odified under sub-section (3) 
of section 4-ll, unless eal'lier revoked: 

Provided that the State Govei'nment may, if and 
so often they d~em necessary or expedient, before the 
date on which under this section ~my such order wc.uld 
otherwise ha ve ceased to be in force, and after giving 
an opportunity 'to the person concerned· to make any 
representation in writing which he mav desire to make 
and aftex referring the matter to the 1\dvisory Council 
and considering its report direct .that the order 5ba ll 
continue in for ce for a further period not. exceeding 
one year at a time as may be specified in the crder]. 

-------·-----·-'·------
3 The woP.ds "other t·han an order of the nature referred to in 

clat1se (b) of sub-section (6)' ' omitted by Assam Act Vll of 1951. 
4 Substituted by Amendment Act, 1951 (Assam Act XXI of 

1951) . ' 
5 Substituted by Amendment Act, 1951 (ASsam Act X:XII of 

1951 ) : 
6 Inserted by Amendment Act of 1953 (A~m Act IX of 

1953) . 



s · 

GrOMAdJ of -4-.- Where an. m·dcr is m.-adc in respect . of anY 
01·d~r 1~2d(el)r person under sub-sect-ion i I ) of scctio~\ 2, a s soon a ·; 
sectiOJI · • \ · . . 

to be di5- may . b e after the order iS m ade, the authontv makm .<, 
closed 1o iiht> order-shall c.:Jm :municate to. the person aflected 
person affec- thereby, so fa r as such commun cation can be made 
te·dd by the without disclosing facts which the said authority con· 
Ol er. . 1 . ld b . 1 bl' . t t l'stc e.rs 1t w ou · e agamst t 1e pu · tc.mtercs ·. o t 1.> 

closc, the grounds on whid1 the ordct· has b een made 
ag~inst him ::md such other pa rticulars as are in tlie · 
opinion of su ch authority sufficient to enable him to 
make if he wishes . a rep,resentation against · the order ; 
and ~uch pers on may at any time thereafter make a 
representation in writing t o such authority agains~ the 
order and it shall be the duty of such authortty to 
infcrm such pet·son of his right of making ~uch repre
sentation llnd to afford him th~ earliest opportunitY of · 
d.oing so: 

2[ * ' ** 
Rc&re~cc to . 3[ 4-A. O n receipt of the representation referred 
~d•••o_ry to in section 4 or in case no representation is received, 

• ..,GWlCI1 h . ., b h }} }. t e $tate Government, as aoon .as may~ · e, s . a p .ac~ 

before the Advisory ·Council constituted under sub

section (1) of section 4B the grounds on which the 

order h as been made and in case such order has bec~n 

made by an authority or officer . ~ubordinateto them, 

the report made by him mtder sub-section (3) of 

section . 2 and the· representation, if · anv, made by 

the person concerned. · · · 


Constitution 4B. (1) The State·Gover~ment, whenever neces
of Advisory sary, shall constitute an Ad" isory Council. consbting of 
GoUDciJ. not less. than three membrrs, one of whom shall be a 

per~on qualified to be a Judre of a Higl1 Court and h~ 
shall be its Chairman. 

(2) Th~ AdvjsoJy (JOuncil sh all, after considering . 
the material placed before it and if necessary,_ after 

,. calling : for. such further informatiou from the St~'\te 

Government or from the . person concexned , as it ·m~·-Y 


deem.necessary, submit its report to the State.Govern

m,nt before the expiry of four months from the d ate of. 

the orde.r made under sub-section (I) cf section .2. 


(3) .After, considering the report of the .Advisory 
Council,. the State Government may confirm, modifv 
or cancel the order mJ.de .. und er sub-section (1) vf sec
tion 2. · 

(4) The Chairman.and the m embe-rs of the ;Advi- A XIX f 
sory Council shall fo}· the purpose of this Act be deem ~~~3. 0 

· ! 
to be holding office with,in ' the meaning of Stlb~section . 
(6) of section (2) of the Indian Official Secret .Act, . 
1923.] 

I Substitutc:d by AmendMent Act XXI of 1950 .. 
z The proviso to section 4 of the P1·indpal Act is omitted 

by Assam Act VII-of 1951. 
s Inserted by Assam Act XXII of (951. 
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~•poait~e» · 5. (I) If it appears to the [State] 1 Government 
?.1collcchve thri.l the i!.lhabitants of aay area arc concerned in or 

ll'aues on ]· t' h . . 1' • d' . 11i nhabitants 	 :'), Jet J:~g t e COmmt'!SlOtl 0 OUCilCCS preJU 1Cl a y 
.r area. 	 aJfectiug the public safe.y' or the m a inicnancc of public 

order ; or the ma<nt~~naitce ofsuppliesor ser\l';ces neces
sary to the ltf'c of tlle commUility, or are harbouring 
persons COIJCerned ia the commission of such offences, 
or are fa.iliug to render .all the assistance, in their 
power to .discover or apprehe11 d the offender or 
offenders:or are suppn:ssi;1g mat~rial evidence ofthe 
comm;ssioa of such offences the [S•ate] 1 Government 
may, bv notification. in the official Gazette, impose a 
collective fine on the inhabitants of that area: 

Provided that an impo~ iiion of a collective fine 
by any authority on whom the power may hc1Ye been 
delegated under this Act m ::y be made bv publication 
of the order imposing the fin e in any such manner as 
:such authorit v may consider best calculated to b1·ing 
the order to rhe notice of tl·e inhabitants or the area 
concerned. . 

(2) The [Statc)l Government or any officer 
empowered in this behalf by the [SbateJ 1 Government 
by general ot· special order m ay exempt anv person 
or class or section of such inhabitants from liability to 
pay. any portion of such fine. 

(3) The Di~trict MagisI rate, after such enquiry as 
he may deem necessary; sha ll apportion such fine 
among the inhabitants wh o a re liable collectively to 
pay it, and such apportionment shall be made accord
ing to the District Magistr,.,te judgemet1l of . the 
respective means of such inhat)ita nts. 

(4) In any such apportionment the District M agis
tt·atc m ay assign a riortion of sut:h fine to a joint or 
undivided family to be payable by it. 

(5) The portion of such fine p ayllble by an/ ph· 
a;on (including a Hindu u·r divided family) may be 
recovered

(a) in the manner provided by the Code of Crimi
na~ Procedure, 1898, for the recovery of fine imposed 
by a Court, as if such po.rtion were fine imposed by ~he 
District Magistrate acting as a Court: 

Provided that the [State]l. Government may, in 
lieu of thE": rules referred to in · sub-section (2) of ~ec~ 
tioll 386 of the · Code of C1 imina! Procedure, 1898, 
make 1·ules under this Act regulating the manner in 
which warrants under clause (a) of sub-section (1) of 
the said section of the said Code are to be executed, . 
and for summary determination of any claiins made 
by any person other than the person liable to pay t he 
fine in respect of any proper ty attached in execution of 

· the warrant ; or 
(b) as arrears of land revenue. 

-~-------

1 Substitute byA.O., . 1950 for· "Provincial~'. 

~ct V of 
1898. 

Act V of 
189:', 
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Control of 6. (1) The_ [Sta_i:e]~ Govet nment ma.y for the 
meeting,, purpose of ![maincaining- public orrler], by ge11eral 01
processions,
etc. 	 specia1 order prohibit, restrict or impoae conditiom 

upon the holding of proce~;ions, meetings or assemblies 
by a class of persot1S or or;; anizations whose activities, 
in the opinion of the [State]l Gover_nment, are 
subversive of law and ordc.r. 

(2) If any person co"·,_travenes any order issued 
und,~r this section , he sh<J.ll be punishable with im
crisonmer;t which may ext· ~nd to two years or with 
fine -ot with both. 

Control _of 7. ( 1) The [State]l- Government may in the 
camp~, dnll in.terest ~ [ * * * *] of public order by 
er parades. d h'b' · h d" · an or er pro 1 1t, or tmpose su1; con 1t10ns as may 

be necessary on, the holding of camps or perfomance 
of dr ill or paxade with or without arms, or any article, 
wea pon or implement capable of being used as arms 
by any class of persons or organizations whose 
a ctivities are in the opinion of the [State]~ Government 
subversive of law and o.-dexs. 

(2) Any contraventi<•n ·of an order made under 
this section shall be punishable with imp1·isonment 
whi.;h may extend to two y.;ars or with fine or with 
both-

Control of 4[8] (I) The [Statr]l Government, if satisfied 
publications, that such action is necessary for the purpose of 
etc. prt.-venting anY activity s[which undermines the 

security of or tends to overthrow thr. State] or any 
part therec.f, may

(a) by o1·der in w,-jting prohibit either abwlutcly 
or for a specified period the bringing into, or sale or 
distribution or circulation Within the State of any 
newspaper, pe.riodical, b~ok, lcaftel or other doc.ument 
specified in the order ; 

(b) by an order in writing addressed to any 
printer, publishe.:· m· cdito : or generally to <ell pr inte.-i1, 
publishers, ol' editors or to such cla.~s of printers, 
publishf.:rs or editors as m ny b.~ specified the.t·ein- · 

ri) prohibit either •~ )Jsolutely or for a specified 
period the printing O.i- publicatiOJl of any matlel' 
relat ing to a part icular subj~ct or class of 

l Substituted by A. 0. , 1950 for "Provincial" 
2 Substituted by Assa m Act VII of 1951 fm· . the word 

" securing public safety, public order or supplies and services 
essential to the life of the CtJmmunity' ' _ 

3 The words "of public security or maintenance" omitted 
by Assam Act VII of 195). 

4 Sectjon~ 8 ',nd Bb d eleted b)' Assam Act VII of 1951 
and acctions SA, 80, BD, 8P, SF, renumbered as sections 8, 8A, 
tiB, 80, 8D, respectively_ The provision in section 8 has been 
repeated by the Press •,Objectionable Mat'er) Act, 1951 (Act LV( 
of 1951 ). . . . 

5 Substituted by Amendment Act of 19.'i0 (XXI of 1950) 
for the wt~rds ' 'prejudiciai to public fafety, the m·tintenan~ of 
public order ol tranquilitY of the State." 
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, subje~.:ts · in :my particular .. issue ot·issues of a 
newspaper or periodical or in any book or in 
any other document whatsoever ; 

.(ii) require that a· matter relating to or arising out 

of any matter published in any p revious ·issue 

of any newspa per o.r periodical be published 


·in any particula.r isme ofsuch newspapex or 
perio(l ical in such mat1ner as may be·apecificd 
m the orde1· ; 

I (iii)· prohibit ei th er absolutely or for a specified 

period the publica tLJH of . any new>paper, 

periodical, book or any othe1· document 

whatsoevex or the use.of any Press .. · 


(2) The.officer referred to in ~ub-clause (iii) .of 
clause (h)CJfsub·S!Xtion {I) may after scrutiny· of the 
matter , issue a direction either· prohibiting its p,,blica
tion or permitting its publication with such 
moditi:ations as he may deem nece;sary. 

(3) If:any perwn contravenes any o.rde,,· n;lade or 
d :r,·c,h n given under •his section, he shall, on convic
tioil, l>e. punishable with ilnprisonment for a t.erm 
wh:ch .may extend to one year or with fine or with 
both. 

(4) '.Where it appears to the State Governm~nt that 
a'1 o,·d !r made or direction given under th1s . ser.tion is 
c•mtravened, the State Gove rnment may, Without pre 
judice to the penalty prescribed in sub-section (3 ), 
d irect that an v copy wherever tound .of the n~wspaper 
o; pel·iodical ox any issue thereof, or b ook OJ' other 
1locumcnt' in respect of which .the .order or d irection 
appear~ to ha\'e been conti'aVened or any printing press 
or other instl'ument or apparatus used in the .. prin ting 
or production of any such newspap'!r, periodical, ,:book 
or do;:umcnt shall be seized a~ld ,detained.. 

2 ["l!.xplrmation.~--f'or tb<: purpose . of this :~ec t ion 
" pfinter'' includes a "keeper of a. printing. press" and A XXIII 
Lhe "press" shall h ave the same meaning as is assigned 

0 
[11931. · 

to that word in the Indian P.ress (Emergency Powers) 
Act, 1931". · 

1 Su~-clause (IV) re-uumbercd as tub-clause (iii) which ; ~ 
:Oll)itted·by A~sam Act VII of 19 l.li 

~ Inserted by Assam Act XXI- of :Jig50.; 
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~~~(0~~: 5 (!lA] (I~ The [Sta~~]~ · Gov_~r_n_me.~-t ·-~~y;'_r~h' ~e1
spt>akers, Pu_rpose of 5(p~·eventmg. ac~Ivlltes, wh1ch 111 theu· 
meaaphoa- opmion undcrrntne the secur~ty_ of, or tend to o.ver
e9, etc. throw the State] by general oi·· sp t:cial order, · prohibit, 

restr·ct <;>r impose con~itions on

(i) the usc or opcNtion ·in · any stred, square, 
pulJlic pla~c or <l.i1Y other place of a •'lY apparatus for 
amplifying the human voice, or any rc p1·oductjon of 

·· . tho human voice, such as ·a· megaphone or a ·n e}ectri 
ca lly operated -loudspeaker; and · · 

(ii) the use or ope.ration or d:dving in <lriY street, 
~qua.rc , public pbGe or any other place of any vehicle 
which canicSJ'JL' ha~ attached to it any ·npparalus rcfc1·· 
rt:dto in sub·dause (i): · · 
~ i~ ·; ·~.:.:"/·~ : 

t-t.~ J (2) If any pcr:;on contravenes any order issued 
undt' i.' thi3 sect:on, he ~hall be punish able with impri
son,ment whi\ h n;tay extend tc• two· yi::ars. or with fine 
or with both. 

(3) 	The apparatus rcfnred to in sub-clause (i) 
, 	 t_ogetbCl' .with _the v~hicle, . if a1-1y, to w~ich it may be 

altached .shalf be l1able to be forfeited JO [Go:vern
ment]l if it be used or'. operated in contraventidn of 
an .ord9r · p assed under ti;js section. 

. :![BB] (1) No 1'\J",·son shall, without lawful autho-Preventton . ' t" 

of prejudi· nty 01? excu~e,--
ci:~ol act and · ' 

report, 
 (r) do 'any p~ejuclicial ac~; or 

. . 
2A(b) make, print, pttblish, distribute or exhibit any 

docun1ent containing, or spread by any other means 
what~ot~ver• a11y pl'ejudical I'CpQrt. . , "'\ . 

· (2) The author, editor, printer or publisher of, and 
any person who otht:-rv<ise makes, pr<?duces or ~:thibits, 
any prejudicial report aud any person who. distributes 
or sells any report of that nature, knowirig it to. b6 of 
such·nature · shall be dec;med to have contravened this 
.section. ·.. 

----·---
3 See foot note 4 of.page· 7 
4 Sut.sti~uted by A.O., 1950 for the word " Provincilll''. 
5 Substituted by Assam Ad VII of 1951 fot the words "~eGUl'• 

· ·· f;" 	jng or maintl\ining public safety, public ord~r, or prev·~:nting or 
suppr.~ssing aclivities which in the opin,on of the Sta1·e · Govern
ment arc subversive cf law and (Jrder" 

! Substituted by the Adaptation of Laws Onler, . l9~0 for the 
words "Hi~ Maje-.sty''

2 See ;·,;ot-note 4 of page 7, 
2A 11 ,~ provhioll9 iu ~cction 8B so far as theY.·.rela!e tQ: prejudi· 

cial report are repealed by the Press {Objectionable Matter) Act, 
1951 CAct Vl of 1951}. . . · 
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. ' 
1.·:: 

·-. ~ 

. (3) If auy person contravenes any of the provi· 
aicns of this section, he shall be punishable with impri
sonment for a term which may extt:nu to two yea1s or 
with line or w ith both : · 

Provided that in any .pro<.:eeding~ arising out of a 
~ontravt:ntion of this section,

(a) in relation to the making or pdnli.ng of any 
document, it shall be a defence Jor the atcnscd to 
prove tl.tat the said docum ent was made or prinled, a~ 
the case may be. 

(i) b l·Jort: lhe J\:;~mm Maint elH\llC<! ofPuhlil- Ortlct• 
(S •'Coml Amrn dn'lt'nt) At:t, l !}19 came in '·o force, or 

- (ii) with tlu! pcrmissiou or uuckr the authority of 
the llStah:J Government, or 

(iii) as a proof ;ntcndcd for submi ssion Lo 
the 1[State] Gaverrnnent or to a person or autho;c ity 
uc:s:gnated by the 1[State] Covernmcnt in this b thalf 
Wilh a vie"'' to o b tainiug permission for its publication; 

(b) in rdation to the p ubl[cation of any docum-::nt 
it shall be a d efence for the acc.med to prove that th~ 
sa il! document was publi>hcd with the permiss ion or 
under the authority oft he 1[State] Government. 

Explanrttion- For the purpose of thiS section-

2[ (a) ''prejndical act" means any act, includ.ing 

shouting slogans, which i1; intended or is likely to 

undannine the security of, or tends to overth11ow the 

State.] 


(b1 " prejudical report" mean~ any report, slat~

ment, utteran~;e or visible representation, which is, or 

the publishing of which is, an incitement to the com


' mission of a prejudical act : ----·---....--·-- .----,--------
1 Vitk Adaptation or Laws Order, 1950 

2-SuhHituteu L>• ,\~sam Act VII of 1951. 
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Pwvided that bollafid1 act~ indicating disapproba
tion of the policy or measures of the Govemment with 
a view to obtai.n their alteration by lawful means shall 
not be deemed to be acts which are intended or are 
likely to 1[undfTminc the securi Ly of or tcud to over 
tht·ow the Sr•~tc]. 

Pew.r · of 2[8C.J (1) The 3[State] Government 01· any Dis· 
~:ta~~aph- trict Magistrate may further di1·cct a person on whom 

' c · any order under section 2 of this Act has been passed 
that such puson shall 

(a) 	allow himself to br. photographed ; 

{b) allow his 'finger 8JHt thmnb~i mpres~ions to 
be taken ; and 

(C) 	 !'urnish specimens of his hanclwl'iting a·1d 
signature. 

(2} If any person contravqnes any order is~ued 
undet· this section, he shall be punishable \vith im
prisciiun:cnt for a term which may extend to two year.~ 
or with line o1· with both. 

Punishm~nt 2[8b]. Any person who canies on his persori or 
for canyl~g knowingiy has in his possession or under his control 
or p05sessmg · . b 1· · 1 d ·1 · · · any 	 corro- any coJ;"rostve su stance or tqmc, un er ~uc 1 cu·culU· 
sh·c . sub- stances as to giv::: rise to a reasonable suspicion that he 
s~an~e or does not carry k on his ptT:~on or have it in his po~ses· 
bq~ld. sion ·or under his co ntrol for a lawful object, shall 

unless he can show that he was carrying it on his 
person, or that he had it in his possession or under his 
control for a lawful object, be punishable with impri
sonment for a term which may extend to two years 
or with fine Ol' with both. 

4 [8E]. (1) If as respects any place or class of places
''Ptotected the 	Siate Government considers it necessary or expeJlaces. 

dient in the public. interest or in the interest of the 
safety and security of such place or class of place!l that 
special precautions should be taken to prevent the · 
entry of unauthorised persons, the State Government 
may by order declar e that place, or, as the case may 
be, every place of that class to be a protected place ; 

1, Snbstitutcd by Assam Act VII of !951 lor the words 
"endanger the safety· or s tability of the State." 

2. See foot·note 4 of page 7. 
3, Vide Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950. 

1:, lUserted by A~,,am Act XXU of _196(). 
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and. thereupon, . for so long. as the order is in force, 

such . pl~ce or every place of such class, as the case 

may be, shall be a prot(icted place fox the purposes of 

this Act. · . · · 


• i 

(2) No person shall; without the permission of the 
::Hate Government or of any person in authority con
nected with the protected place dul)'- authorised. by the . • 
State Goyerol)l.epp il) this behaJf or of the distriot : 
Magi,tratc or Qf th,e Subdivisional Magistrate hav.ing · ~~ 
jurisdiction, entcT, or be on or in or pass over:; any 
protected place and no person shall loiter · in the 
vicinity of any such place. 

(3) Where in pursuance ofsub-section (2) any per

son is granted permission to (ntcr, or· to be on or in, or 

to pass over, a protected place, that person shall, while 

acting under su c.h permission, comply with such orders 

foJ· 1·cgulating his conduct as may be ' g iven by the 

authority which granted the permission. 


. (4) Axry Police Officer, or any other pe.rson aulho~ 

1'is~d in this behalf by ' the State Government, may 

search any person entering, or scieking to enter, or being 

on or in, or leaving, a protected place and a11y vehi

cle, vessel, animal or article brough t in by such r-er

son, and may, f6r the purpose of the search, detain 

such person, vehicle~ · vessel, animal or ar ticle: 


Provided that no woman shall be searched in pur

.suanc~ of th:is sub-section except by a woman. 
 . ·l 

. (5) If any penon contravenes any provision of this 

sectipn, then, without prejudice to any other pro<;ce

di~gll which ~ay be .taken a gainst him, he may be 

removed therefrom by any Police Officer or by any 

other person authorised in this behalf by the State 

Gqvernm~t. 


. . (6)_If_any person cqntraven~ any oq4e I?royi~io11s 

ofthis sect1on, l}e shall be pun~hable w1th tmprtson

mc:nt for a .term which ma,y extend to three years or 

with fine or with both. . · 


I • · ' 

8F. ( I) If the State . Govel'nmen~ co~siden it 

necessary or expedient in the public interest or in the 

i.nterest of the safety ;lnd security of any area to regu

. late the ent.-y of persons into V1at <J.rea, the State 
Goverhm~t ~ay withou·t ~rejhdiCe t~. ~_ny .other ·pro
visions of this Act, by order dcclat;e the area to be 
a protected area ·j and ·. ther.eupon, for : so:.long as the 
order is in force, suc.:h :trea ::;hall be a l>rotected are<\ 
f?r the pnrposes 0f this Act •. ·: ;
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(2) On and after such day as may be specified m, 
and subject to anrexemptions fol· which prt)Vision may. 
be made by, an oftler made under ·sub-.~ection (i ), no 
person who ·wa:~ not immedia~ely b efore the said day 
reaidcnt in the area declared to be a protected area by 
the said o.rdcr shall be the.rcin except in accordance 
with the te1·ms of a permit in w1;iting grat1led to him." 
by an authority OJ' pe.rson specified in th ~ ~aid order. 

(3) Any police o!J.iccr, or <1ny other person al\tho· 
rised in ihis behalf ~y tbe State Government, may 
search any person entering or seeking to enter, or 
being on or in, or leaving, a protected area, .and any 
vehick, vessel, animal or al'ticlc brought in by such 
person, and may, for 1he purpose . of the ·search, 
detain such person, velliclc, vessel, anima l or .:trticle: · 

Provided tli.1t no woman shall be se~rched in pur~ 
suance 9fthis sub-section except by a woman. · . · 

(1:) ~f any person is in ;.-\ protected area in contra~ 
vention of the provisions ofthis section then, without 
prejt.tdice to any other proceedings which m ay. be 
taken against him, he ·may be removed there from by 
or under the direction of any police oflicer on duty in 
the protected area or by any other person authori~ed 
in this behalf by the State Government. 

(5) If any pe.rson is in a protected are:a i.n con
travention of any of the provisions of this section, he. . ,. ' i 
shaH be punishable with the 'imprisonment fora term· 
which may extend to three' yea.t·s or. with fine .or. with · 
both, 	 . 

·~. . · 8G. Any person ·. who eflects or attempts to effectForcJ... OJ' • . d l . devadinr a entry mto a protecte p ace o.r protectc area-
J'Iatd. . . 

(a) by using. or threatening to 1.1se, criminal 
· force to anY petson ·posted fo.r the purpose 
of protecting, or preventing or controlling 
access to, such place or area, or 

(b) 	a fter taking precautions to conceal his entry 
or attempted entry from any such per.~on, 
shall be punishable with impri11onment for 
a term which may extend to five years or 
with fine or with both, 
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[Sll. If the Sta te Government considers it n.ecessai'y ..• 
or exped ient in the public interes t or.- in the interest 
of public safety or maintenance of public order that 

·the use, poss·e•sion or sale of any official Uniform, 
Indian ·or Foreign o:r any dress so nearly resemblh1g 
auch Unifotm as to be calculat<"d to deceive ~hould be · 
regulated, the Sta te Govern merit may, by general or 
speci al 0rder, direct that no person shall without lawful 
authority use, possess or sell such official UniCrom 
or dress without a licence or permit from the Deputy 
Commissioner or the Subdivisiona l Officer, a s tho 
case may be, within their respective jurisdiction.}!. 

D~lt!&ation 2(9. The State Government may be order · direct.. 
of P • ·w_er that any power or duty except the power to ma ke or
~r 1 ~u!'i e~rs under section 2(1) (a) and (b;, which is conferred 
Oov«rament. or imposed on the State Government shall in such 

circumstances and under co;1ditions, if any, as mav be 
speciiied in that diredion be exercised Ol' discharged 
by an officer not below the rank of D istrict Magistrate 
qr Additional Distr ict Magistrate .] 

Protecti 0 Iii 10. N o suit, prosecution or other legal p roceeding 
oh.ctiou to shall lie against any person for anything in got,d faith 
be ta._c c done or intended to be done in pu.rsuance of this Ac~, 
onder this 
Ac:t. 

r . 11. The provision~ ofthis Act shall be in additiorl 
!f!th:~:!. to and not .i11 derogatio.n of a~y o~her 1\ct, Ordinan ce 
ne& barred. or RegulatlOil for the t1m e be ng m fo1·ce. 

12. Any police officer may arrest without warrant 
PoYet te any pe1·son who is reasoa ably suspected of havingarren with· committed ! [or of being about to commit)*"'*" an•1ft warrant. 

otfellCe punishable under this Act. 

--------------------'""·- .. 

1. Jn.!erted by ~am Act XX of 196!1. 

. .~····2 Substituted by Assam Act V II of 1951 for section 9 of 
ibeprincipal Act. 

· 3 Inserted by Assam Act XVIII of 1949 • 
... 

4 The word• " or, is likely to cOmmit" oroilted by Assam Aet 
XXl of !950. 
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'"fHE MEGHALAYA MAINTENANCE OF PUBLIC ORDE!t 
. . (AUTONOMOUS DISTRICTS) 

ACT, 
(The Assam Maiatcna.n cc of Public Order Act (Autonomous Districts) 

Act, 1953 (Assam Act XVI of 1953) as adapted aild modified by 
Meghalaya] 


An 

Act 


to a;mend and consolld11te the Iaw relating . tn , · ·: • . 
the maintenance of' public order io the ,., · · · 

Autonomous Districts specified iQ Part II 
cf the table appended to paragraph 

20 of the Shth Schedule to the 
Constitution 

., . 

Whereas it js expedient to amend and consolidate 
the law relating to the Mai11tcnance of Public Order 
in the Autonomous Districts specified ia Part II of the 
table appended to paragraph 20 of the Sixth Schedule 
to the Constitution ; 

It is hereby enacted as foll0 ws :

Short title, l. ( l) This {\ct may be called the Meghalaya. 
extent and Maintenance of Public Order 
commence- 1\ct 

(Autonomous District) 

meo.t. • ,. ·' ..'·· 

!(2) It . shall extend to all the Autonomous Dis• · . .:•. 
tl"icts specified in Part H of the table appended to 
paragraph 20 of the Sixth Schedule to the Ccinstitu. 
tion; 

(3) It shall come in to force at once. ,..., 
::! . - ~  • • .. 

Power to 2. (1) The Ftate Goxernment, if satisfied With 
make ordera respect to any particular persons that with a view to 

rc:stricti•s: preventing him from acting in any manner prejudicial 
the t move- to the public safety and the maintenance ofpublic 
:men s or d. "t . t d I dactions of or er 1 ts necessary so o o may rna w an or cr-. 
certain per-
IODS, · (a) directing that except in so far as he may be 

permited by the provisions of the order, or by such 
authority or per1ons as may be specified therein, he 
shall not be many such area or place in Meghalaya 
as may be specified in the mder; 

0>) requiring him to 11es-ide or remaill in such 
plfl.ce or within .such area.iu. Meghalaya as may be 
specified in the order, aud if he is not already there to 
pr,qceedto that placeor area within such time: a:~..may 
~e a.pecified i11 th'e ord!!r; -·-------- 

1 Substitucd fo1· " Part A'' by the Meghulaya A. L. 0 : No.1 of 
1974. 



(e). requir:ing h im to notify his mov.emcnts or tb 
report himteJf or both to noiifv his movements aad 
report himself in such manae~-, ;tt such times and to 
such authority or perso;1s as may be ~rccified ia the 
order; · · 

(d) imposing upotl him "such restriction as may 
specified in the ol'der in respt~ct of his emplloyment or 
business, in respect of his a'sociat:i<;m or commlmica
tion with other persons, ar.td in rcspeet of his activities 
in ·relation to the d 1sser-l1ination .of U<::ws or pr·opaga. 
tion of opinions ; 

(e) prohibiti<1g !)1' rt"s\ric;ting the possession or 
use by him of aliy such <J,rtide or articles as may be 
specified in the order ; 

(f} otherwise rcgtil<lting his conduct in any 
. such particular manae.r <•.!l may he specified iu the 

oruel'. ' 

(2) A District Mag=~trate may exercise the 
power conferred bY51111J-scction ( 1) and an order so 
made by him shall be valid .for a ·period not excee
ding two nl.onths. 

(3) When any order is made under sub-section (1) 
b y a . Diaq:ict · Magistrate ·or by an officer· or: authority 
em}!owered ynder section 14; the rDistrict Magistrate 

. or thai otfice~· or a1,1thorily, · as t h e case may be, shall 
forthwith report , the fact to the State Qovef!,~ent 
together with the grounds · on which the order has 
been mad~ and such ·. other · ·particulars ;as, in the 
opinion of such officer or authority, have a qearing on 

· t}\e neecssity far or experdiency ·of the order: 

(4) An order made , under sub-section ll) may 
require the person i1L · .t·espect. of whom itis-made to 
enter into a bond, w;ith or without sureties, for the due' 
performa11ce of, or as an alternative to the enforce':' 
ment of, such restrictions or conditions· .made in the 

.order as may be specified in t!J.e .order~ 

(5) I~ any person is in a1w area. or plac~ in con· 
travention of an order n:iade under d1e provisions o! 
this section or fails•: to leave any ~rea or place in 

· accordance with the r equirements of such .an order 
then, he may be removed .from . su<;:h area or place by 
any police officer or by any person acting on behalf of 
Gqverpment. .. . · • 

' l 

-~ 

-· · 1 
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. (6) If the State Government h~>S reason to 
believe that a p ·~rson in re:;peci of whom $uch an 
order a3 <1fon;S<tid has been made has absconded ur 
ia concealing himself so tha.t the ordel· cannot b~~ 
ext:cuted, it may-
. . (a) make a report in writing of the fact to a 
lvlagistrate of the farst class having juri~diction in 
the place where lhe said per~on ordinarily resides; 
and thereupon the spirit or the provisiom of sections 
H7, 38 and 89 of the Code of Cl·imiual Prm;edurc, .'\.ct V ur 
J B9U, shall appl~' in respect of the said person and l09U. 
his property as if the order under dame (a) Ol' l1J) 
uf sub section (1) of section 2 We<e a wanant issUt:d 
by the Magistrate ; 

(h) by ox·der notifLed 1n the oJlicial Ga<~eltc, 
di,·ect the said per~on Lo appear before such o!Uccr. 
at snch place, and within such period as may IJe 
specified in the order; and if the 5aid person rail 
to compty with such dil:ectiun he shall, unles~ he 
proves thaJ is was not posib\~ for him to comply 
therewith ·amhhat he had, within the period sped
fled in the order, infoonl!:d lht~ officer of the reason 
which rendered compUance therewith imposiblc and 
of hjs whereabouts, he punishable Wilh jmpl'ison.ment 
14.11' a term which may extend to one year, or with 
J]nc, or with both. 

(7) If anY person contravenes any onler made 
under tb i~ secLion, he shaH be puni~hable with im~ 
prisonmcnt for a tc:"riil which may extend to one 
year, or with fine, or with bGth, a1id if such perlion 
has enter into a bond in :rursuance of the· provision:~ 
of sub-section (4) his 1Jond shall be forfeited, and 
any persou bound there by sha.lJ pay the penalLy 
thereof, or 5boW cause to the satisfaction of the 
cnnvicting Court why such penally should not be: paid.~ 

(8) If any person required to enter upon a bond 
under sub-section (4) refuses or faib to do'so within 
the time specified in the order, he shc1ll be ptu1i~}mhle 
with imprisonment for a term which may extend to 

one year : 

Provided that if during the cout·s~. ol' tl'ial or 
dul'ing. the period the person is in imprisonment the 
h )lld is duly entered upon by him, the trial or the 
imprisouincnt, as the case nw.y be, ~hull abate with 
ciTcct from the dale the bond is entered into' 

Dur~tion of 3. An order made under sub-section (l) of sec• 
orders tion 2 shall be in force for such period, as may be 

un~m: ace· specified hut not exceeding one year from the date 
twn 2. · n which it i~ .::onfirrned or modified under sub 

0section (3) of ~cction 6 unless earlier revol~ed ; 
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Providd:l that the SQite (}o\ernment. may, if a nd 
so ol'ten il d~'ClUS nece~Sa.ry Or cXptdienl, ucfure the 
date: 011 w hich und er this st' ct ion- any such ordn· 
wouid o therwise havr. cea~ed t.n be in fore•~, aud. nli:er 
giving an opportunity tn t ile pt:r:;on concerned tn 
make any n·pn~srntatien iu w.,·it ing which he may 
1l.csi re to mak,• :mel alter rclerr iiJg tht: matter t.o 
lhc Advisory C:ouucil and consid ering its .report direct 
lh a t the order shall continuc in Jorce for 2 fitthcr 
p e.1·iod n o t cxcee-clin t>· one ytar at a time a s may 
be apecified i.tt the ~rder. 

Grouml:; of 4·. \VllCJ'C an order is made in r c5pert of any 
u tdcr uu- jJCf60n under sub-s•:c:Lion (l) of :section 2, as soon 
<~:r .~e(j may be aftt:r the order j$ m ade , the auth Ct.dty makinl{ 
~~o~c... Jis~ the order ~;Itall communicate to th e pc.rson a:n;;ctcd 
dosed lo thneby, w far a5 st~c:h communicat ion ~.:an he ma<k 
p '? l ' sou without disclosing facts which t h •~ said auLhor ity 
'~flecle'1 c'on sjders it wou ld he a,11;a itl :> i: 1he public inter f-lit to 1n tw1 . 

:d- · d1sdotic . the g ro tmd::; un whiclt the order has bccu 
ut ~r. d' .. . . I l I u1a e ngamsl lum a ud :m e L ot tcr p articu n.rs as an~ 

n tlv: opinion of sttch author ity suHicient to enable 
ih im ta make if he wishes, a n:pi(~se ntat:inn against 
t h~~ order; and such person may at any time there 
alter m ake a r cpn:.seHii.ltion in wr.iling to such 
uulhority against tl>e ord er and it shall be the duty 
of such au thority lo infot·m su ch pel's,m of h is right 
of Ul<lking ~uch l'epn:scntatio11 a nd to a(l{)rd h int 
the C<~rli(St Opoflunity of d oing ·W. 

llekreu~e 5. (l) On receipt of the rep:rcseutal ion rtfn·ted to 
lo c~vt· ill se<;tion 4 or in case n o representation i~ received , the 
~~-~~: oun· State Governmt:nt, as soon as may be, ~hall place 

before the Advisory Co un cil constitut ed tmclt:'r suu
~,:ct iou ( l ) of section G th{: grounds on which tht: 
order has been made a n d in c:ls•,c guch o rd c,.· has bct'lt 
mad~ by <Ill authority o r ofncr:r subordinate t o it, 
the repor t made b y him und er sub-section (3) or ~ec
tion 2 and the represen ration , if any, made b y the 
person concerned. 

6 . ( l) Th e State Government, whenever necessa.y, 
Con~Litution :>h all constitute an Advisory Coun cil consisting of nol 

t•• J,d,·i- css then tlnee m embers, one o f vvho'm shall b e a 
. , ~01Y. p erson q ualifit!d t o be a J udge of a H igh Cour t and1Counct · he ~hall be its Chairman. 

(2} The Advisory Council shall, af'tt:r consideriug 
the m aterial p laced before it and if necessary, after 
callin~ fiJr such furthtl' information from the State 
Government or Ii,om the person concerned, m it may 
rleem nece~sary, subm it its rep()rt to the State Gvoexn
m ent before the expiry of four months from the date 
of the order m ade under sub-section {l) of section 2. 

(3) After r.ousidering the report of the Advisory 
C ouncil, the State Gw ernment may confimt, mod:ify 
or cancel the ordt!r made under sub-section (1) of 
~e ction 2. 
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(tl·) The Chairman and the members of the Ad
viso1·y Council shall for the purpose n f this Act be 
deemed Lo be holding o!Iice with in the meaning of XlK: 6 f sub•~ection (6) t) f section 2 of the Indian OHicial Ac t 1923 
Secrets ·Act, 1923. · · 

Imposition 7. ( 1) If it appears to the Stait Government tha t 
nf col the iu],abjt.ants of anv area are t>:>ncented in or abet
k ct ive ling the commi5sion of o£reu c :.s prejudicially aHecting fine on 
inbnbi  the pub li c. s<, fe ty o r rna inLeuan ce of p ublic orclc,·, or 
tatllf of the mainten ance of supplie~ or services nccc~:>arr to 

~ny :trt a. 
 the life of the community, or al'e harb o uring pers(,ns 

. cOn (:Crn t:d iH the Conunis,;ion of SUCh ofh~!L Ct: .'> , 01' ar\~ 
failing to rerrder all the as~isLance in the il· powe~ to 
discover or apprehend the offender or nifenders or a re 
su.pp.re s~ ing material evicknc,; of the conun i>si. on nf 
:>H C h om~nces , the State Government m ay, hy noLilka~ 
t jon in the official Gazette, impose a collective Jin~ on 
t'br inhabita nts o f' that area; 

Prov ided that aH imposit ion uf a eolkctivc fine by 
any au thori ty on whom the power m ay have beeu 
del,~gat.ccl uud-.r this Act may be made b y .public~Lt i otl 
0f the order impo:;ing the fine iu a ny such ma nnt' r a s 
•nch auth ority tnay consider b csL calculated t •> hring 
rhe <'rdq to the n ntic.e of the inhabitant s of t l1e .arr.a 
concerned. 

(2) The State Government or a ny office r em• 
power ed in this behalf by the Stat~ Governrnrut by 
g(~neral or special or·der may exet'npt any p e.rson CJJ' 

dass .or. section of such inhabitants from liabilitv In 
pay any portion of such fine. · 

(3) T he District 1vbgistrate, after such inquiry as 
he may deem necessary, shall appmt i.on sue h fine 
among th e inhabitant;; who are l iable cnHecti\ ;cly t •) 
pay ·i t, and such apportionment sh all be mad e aceo1·,. 
ding to the District lvlagist ratc's jndgmem oi' the 
respective mea ns of such inbabitant:;. 

(4) I n any such apportionmenl lJte Dis tri e~ 
Mlllgistrate may assign a portion of wch fine to a Joint 
o r undivided family to bt~ payable by it. 

(5) T he por tion of such ±'ine payable b y any 
person (including a Hin.Ju undivided family) may he 
r~covcred-

(a) in the manner provided by the Cod:: of Crimi. ,\ct V of 
nal Procedure, 1398, for the recovery of lines imposed lll9ll. 
by l \ Comt, as if such ponion were a 11ne impo~ed by 
t he D b tl'ict !v!agi~;trate acting as a Cou rt : 
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Provided th;~t the State Government may, in lieu 
of the rul~lll"Cferred to in sub-::;ection (:!) of section 386 
nfthc Cocltof" Criminal Pro cedure, 1898, make rules Act v (Jr 
mldcr this Act regulating the mannA!' in which warra nts 1893. 
under clause (a) of sub-section (1) of the said seclion of 
the said Code arc to be executed, and for the summary 
determination of any claims made by any pcrs<:>n other 
than the person liable to pay the fine in respect of any 
Pt:opert.y attached in {~xecu tion of the warrani ; or 

(b) as arrear of}and reve nue. 

Conlru~ of 8. ( 1) The State Govn·nment may !or the purpose 
pt·~::~~!i~~~: of m~it;tainin&" pub!ic order by 11~neral Ol' spceial or~kr 
ate:. proh1btt, reslrtct ortmpo~e condlttom upon the holdm.g 

of pr(•cession:>, meetings or a~semblies by a c.lass of per
sons or o.rganj$ations whose a ctivities, in the opinion ol' 
1he State Government, are subversive of law and 
order. 

(2) If any person contravenes a ny on.kr jssuecl 
under this section, he shall he punishable with impri
sonm~~l:lt which may extend to t·wo years G>r with fine. or 
with both. 

Co~trol of . 9. ( 1) The State Government may in the interest 
camps, ch·ills of public order by an order prnhibit, or impose such 
0~ pa.rdrt"~· conditlon s as may lle necessary on, the holding of 

camps OI' perfonnance of drill or parade with or .! 

without al'ms or any articl e, weapon or . implement 
capable of being used as arm~ by any class of persons 
or organisat ions whose activites are in the opinion 
of the State Government subversive of law and Ol'der. 

(2) Any contravention of an ordcl' made undf'r 
this· sectkn shall be punishable with imprisonmeHt 
which may extend to two years or with fine or with 
both. 

Control or 10. (1) The State Government may, for the pur· 

tt ' e ol IOt~d· pose of preventing act ivities, which in their opininn 

sp~akers, d . l · · d hmegaphones un ern)Jne t 1e security of or ten to overt row the 

w:. 'State by general or special order, pr~ohibjt, restrict or 


impose conditions on-· 


(i) 	tht~ use or opcration in any street , squa.re, 
public place or any other place of atl)1 

appa.ratus for amplifying the human 
voice, or any reproduction of the human 
voi<:e, such as a megaphone or an 
electrical!y operated loudspeaker; and 

(ii) 	the usc or operation or .dtiving in any 
~ trret; square, public p lace or a ny other 
place of any vehicle whicli canies or has 
a ttached to it nny apparat!Jll referred to· · 
in .sub·clau$e (i). 



po.sse11siuu Ol' under his control for a h.wful object, be 
punishable ·with impl isOiti-n<::m for a term which may 
r.xt<>.nd to two years or w ith fine or with bo1h. 

"P(.utectrd 	J. [ 13A. ( l ) If as rcs~cts :lny place or cla!ls of 
pl:l.ces. 	 p !aee i! the State~ Govcrnm•~nt. considers it necessa ry 

or expedient inth<~ public interest Or in the inlcrcH 
of the safety and secu rity of su<:h place or class of 
places that. sp cc:ia l p t·c·c u tions should [) t~ taken to 
prevent the entry of ti.lUU tlnri~ed penons, the Staie 
Covernm;;nt may by order de:cbre that place 01', as tlv: 
case may b~. every place or tha t class to be a protccte 1l 
place ; and Lhen :up )n, for so long as the order is in 
force, sur h place or every place of ~uch class as tltc 
casr: q1ay be, shall be: a p rotected place tot· tlie purpo
ses of this Act. 

(2) No per~on shall, widwut the p r.rmission of 
the State Governmen t nr of any person in authority 
connec:tcd with the prot·~dt~d place duly authorised 
bv the State Govt~rnment in this behalf or or th t: 
Tiistrict Ma~istrat~ Of nf the .Subdivisional :rvtag isr.m te 
having jurisdictiiHl enter, <'n' b,~ on or . jn or pass over, 
any p10tccted place antl no pt:rwn shall loi ter in tht~ 
vicinity of auy such pbr.e. 

(3) 'Where iH pnt·snance of mb-section (2) any 
1Jers•)U is graq.ted penni:;sion to cntel', o r to be on or 
in, or t o pass over .a protected place-, tha t person shall, 

·while acting under such pamission, comply with su ch 
ordel'~ for regulating his con dur.t as may be given by 
the a;uthority whirh granted the permission. 

(4} Any police officer , (,r any other person amho
t·iscd in this behalF hy the State Government, may 
search any person r.nl.criJtg .. OJ' seeking to enter, or 
heing on or in, or leaving, a protected p lace and any 
vehicle, ves~el, animal o r ai:tid e bruught in by such 
pc1·son, and may, for ihr. purpose. of the searcl• , detain 
su ch person , vt~hic)e, \'essel, anim·Jl o r article: 

Provide that nG woman . shall be sea;-ch ed in 
pursuance of this suh~section except by a woman. 

L I nserted by Assam Amendment Ac:t XXII of 
19130. ., 
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(2) If any person contravenes any ot'dcr issued 
under this section, he shall be punishable with 
imprsionment whic:h may extend t o two yean or 
with fine or with both. 

(3) The apparatus referred to in suh.dame (i) · 
together with the vehicle, if any, to which it may 
be attached shall be !;able to be furfeitc~d to the 
State G overnment if it be u~ed or oper~tted in con~ 
travention of an order passed under this section. 

Pt·evention I1. (1) No person shall, withcut lawful authority 
of p:r;:jucli· or excuse, do any prejudicial act.
cial ac:t. 

(2) If any person contraveues the provision of 
sub-section (1), he shall be pnnishable wirh im
prisonm~nt for a tet'm which may extend to two 
years or with fin~ or with bot h. 

E~planatiotl.-·F'or the purpose of this section 
'prcjudical act' means any act, includillg shonting 
sloga ns . which is intended o.r is likely to unde~·minr~ 
the security of, Ot· tends to overthrow the State : 

Provided t hat bana fide acti indic~ting disapprolta
tion of the policy . or measures of the Government 
with a view to obtain their alteration by lawful 
means shall not be deemed to be a cts which are 
intended or ar<.: likely to undermine the aecnriry of 
or tend .to overthrow the State. 

Power or 12. ( 1) The State Government or any Di•trict 
photograph• Magistrate may further direct a per•on on whom 
111"", 	 etc. . d . . d . . . l h 1" 	 any or er un er sect10n 2 ot t 1is Act as Jeen 

p assed that such person shall : 
(a) altow 	himself to be photographed; 

{b) allow hi• finger and thumb impress.iom to 
be taken ; and 

(e) 	furnish specimens of his handwriting and 
signature. 

7. If any pel'son contravenes any orde1· issued 
undei · Ibis ll<:ction, he shall be p\Jt1.hhable with 
imprisonment for a term which m a y extend to two 
years or with fine or with both. 

l'~tnishroent 13. :\ny person who carri.:-d on his peJ·son or 
ror ca,l·rying knowingly has in his poSS(~ssio11 or unde.r his . con· 
0.r 	 por:aes- trol auy corro~ive. substance or liguid,. under sueh 
SLOil 	 0 any . · . • · bl corro 9 i v e ctrcumstanc~s aM to gtve nse to a reaaona e su' 
subatanre or 	picion that he does not carry i t on his per·son or 
liquid. 	 ha.ve · it in his possession or under his contro l for a 

lawful obje ct, ~ball , unless he can show that l!,e was 
canying it em his pet·son~ or that he had it in his 

.. 




t5) If a ny persun con< ravf:aes any p rovisioll 
.of th is serl.ion, th~H1 w. tltont: prc;. jndice to a ny 
(ll.ber pt oceed.ings which m ay be takcu ag,tin~t him, 
he rna y be r emoved therdroin by any police o!Ticer 
or by any otJg 1· person ::tlitlwrjsed in t his br:half 
by the State Govcmmc:nt. 

(6) If any. p erson coutraveue.~ aHy ,·,f any p ro
visions of thi s ~t:qion, he shall be pnuishab!t~ wi tlt 

. imprisonment for a term which llliiY extend to three 
yc:ars or with .line or with both . 

l'ru lr.ctc<l I:.> :U. (1) lf the Stat<~ G overum .:;nt t:oHsiders il 
uuas · JH!cess:wy o r expedien t in the publie in terest or in 

the imerc~l o!' the safd y and security of any area 
tu regulate the cnu·y of ))ersons into tha t a n :a , the 
Stat<:: Governoient may withoHt prej udic•' to lilt}' 

other provisioHs of tlli$ Act, by order decl<He tl1e 
crca to vc a p rotected arc::a; and. then~H poll, ti>r 
sn long · as tht: ord ,:r is in ·Iorce, such area shall 
he a prokctcd an:-a f,,r the purpo~c~s of ihis ;\ct. 

(2) 0Jt and a fte.r such day as may he ~pcc i.: • • 

lied iu 'I.Hd :;nbject to any exemptic,ns fl.>r which 
pi'Ovision may be ma.de by, ::m ord er made undt:r 
suh-:;eetion ( l ), no person who was 11.ot irnmcdi<1tdy 
before the ~a i d day asident iH the :1..rca declared 
to be a p roiected <<~ ·ea l.Jy th e said •)l'dcr shall )Je 
ther ein excep t in accordance with the terms of a 
p f rmit in writing graHtecl to him by an authority 
or persona spedii ct~ in the sa!rl ord.~r . 

( :i) A11y Police 0 fiicer, or auy o1h c.r per:;ou 
auth~rised iu thii; beh:tl !' by th e State Government 
may · se:arth a ny person en ltrin~ or seeking t(\ euter, 
or being on t'l t• in, O.>.· k ;:wing, a p rotected area , 
and an y vehicle , V<~ssd, animal ot· .an icle brought 
ill hy such person, and may, for .the purpose of 
ih e ~earch, dcl<dn such person , vd;icJe, vessel, ani
m al .or a r ticle: 

Provided that no women :>hall be St'arched in 
pnnuancc of this sub-se ction ex.:ept by u woman. 

(4) . If any Jkl'Son is in n p r •)t.(:qed an:a in 
contravention ot .the provisions of thj:; :;ection, then, 
without pre.iudicc to a ny other proceedings which 
m L• y ]Je taken again:;t him, he m ay be removed 
thercfl'om by ·or und er tJ1e di..recdon of any police 
officer on duty in th~ prott:cted area or by any 
other p t:rson amhori.>ed in this lwhalf by the State 
Governmen1:. 

1 



______ _ 

' 
(5) If any l'erson is in a protect~d area in 

contravention of any of the provisions of this ~ec
tion, he shall ·be punishable with impri:sonmeut lot· 
a term which may extend to th.re::e year~ or with 
fine or with both. 

Forciug or 13. C Auy person who efrccts or atrempts t<1 dfect 
~vauins t:ntrv into a l)rotectcd place or l-'l'otc<.:Led al·ea
guard. 

hy usi11g, or threatening to u~e, cr imiu;;1l 

force to any person posted for the pU!... 


. pose of protecting, o.r preventing •Jl' 


contl'o1ling access to, such }'lace or a.rea, 

01' 

(b) 	 <tlte1· taking p recaution:; to conceal his 
entrv or attempted entn: from an v such 
person, shall be punishable with i.t1l.pri
;sonmellt for a terrn which may extend 
to fiv~ years or "vith :tine or with both!'] 

··~pc.cial 13. lJL (l ) If the State Government wns.ider~ it. 
reo~t~c 101~ . in the public interest5;1d necc::ssary or expedient so io doO l • c1 cc. . b . t' f . for 111 t e mtercat o the sa cty and ~ecunty o any ar (:a 

which is or which is a part of an area declared as . 
' 'disturbed area" under Meghalaya · Distu~bcd Area Ass~aw Act 
Act, the State G overnment may by order, direct in XIX of 
n;spect of any such area to be specified in the order 1!.155. 
(hereinafter referred to as the s;!id area) that, .. .,subject 
lo any excmpl"ions made by t.he State Goyernm2n't ··ny· 
general 01' spcci..'11 order

(a) 	all persons or a ny class of persom shall 
r emove themselves or be removed from the 
~aiel area or to any specified part thereof. 

(h) 	all persons or any class of pt:rsons in the said 
area shall remain therein for such period 
a~ may be specified; 

(c) a ny animal or p1·operty or any spc:cified 
class ofanimals or property shall be remo· 
ved frorn the said area. ' o.r to · any ._speci
fied part thel'eof; 

(d) within a specified time any build.ing or 
other property specified in the .order. shall 
b e destroyed or rendered useless; and may 
do any other act involving interference 
with priv;.tte rights of property which is 
necessary for any of the pt.irposea aforesaid. ..........____ 


1. lns.rlc:d b y i\~:~arn Act ~XIII of 196!!. 
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(2) An order made under subwsection tI) for the 
removal of persons, anima!s or property may ... 

specify:
. (a) the route or routes by which all or any class 

.	of persons, animals or property are to 
remove themselves or be removed from the 
specified area or to any specified part 
thereof; 

{b) 	the time or times by which they are to rew 
move themselves or be removed therefrom 
or to any specified part thereof ; 

(c) 	the place or places to which they are to 
proceed or be taken on removing them- · 
selves or being removed from the specified 
area; 

andmay make such other incidental and su~)plemen
tary provisions as rnay appear nece::sary or e:xptdient 
tor the purposes of the said order. 

(3) It any order made under sub-section (1) is 
contraven~d in respect of any animal or property, 
the per11on in charge of such animal or property 
shall be deemed to have contravened the order. 

(4) If any person contre'\vene~ any order made 
under this section he shall be punishable with impri· 
sonment for a tenn which may extend to six months, 
or with fin~, or with both]. 

· 2 [13.E. If the State Government considet it necessary 
or expedient in the public interest or in the interest of 
public safety or maintenance of public order that the 
use, possession or sv.le of any official Uniform, Indian 
or Foreign, or any dress so nearlv l'esembling such Uni
fOJ·:n as to be calclilated to deceive should be regulated 
the State Govel'nment may, by general or special order, 
direct that no person shall without lawful authority 
use, possess · or sell such official Uniform or d.reo;s 
witl10ut a licence or permit from the Deputy Conunis
sioner or the Subdivisional Officer, as the case may be, 
within their respective jurisdiction.] 

Ddegatkn · H. The State Government may by order dirr: ct 
or powers that anv power or duty except that power to m ;;.ke 
and duties orders undex section 2 (a) and (b ), which is confer.cedof State 
Govern or imposed on the State Government shall in such 
m ent. circumstances and w1de1' conditions, if anv, a s may be 

specified in that direction be exercised or discharged by 
an officer not below the rank of a District Magistrate or 
Additional District Migistrate. 

2 Imc:rit:d by Assam Act XX of 196!1 read with Act XHI ofi97l. 
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Pwte~t ion . 15. No suit, prosecuti0n or other legal proceeding 
ol action to shall lie against any p ea·son hr anything in good faith 
b e taken l , · Ul.• .end d be d . · pursuance f hts ' ~ct.under this cone m e to one 1n o t A 

Act. 

Application 16. The provisions of this Act shall be in addition 
t·of othnoter d not Ul · d · f any otl ter n.Ct,A 0laws o an eroRatton o .rc mauc<' 

barred. or R cguL'ltion for the time b~ing in force. 

Power t~ 17. Any police oflicer not below the rank of <1 

arrest Wlth- Sub-Inspector o1 Police may arrest without warrant 
out warant. l · bl d ofh · an v person w 10 tS reasona y suspecte avmg c om

mitted or of being about to commit an offence punish
able under this Act : 

Provided that nothing in this Act shall protec t a 
police officer makil1g a malici.•US arrest. 

Repeal. 18.( l ) The Meghalaya Maintenance of Public 
Order Act, as applicable in the Auton omous Districts 
specified in part II ofthe table appended to paragraph 
20 of the Sixlh Schedule is hereby rc::pealed. 

(2) All orders m<>.de, directions given, roceed 
inz s com rn cnced or liability incurred under the 
provisions of the Meghalaya Maintenance of l'ublic 
Order Act, ~hall be deemed to be made, given com· 
mended or inc urred under the respect ive provision~~ of 
ths Act , and subsequent actions, if any, with regard 
to any order, direction, proceeding or lia bility shall be 
in accordance with the provisions of this Act. 

(3) No twithstanding the provisions in sub-section 
(2) above, no orde.r made, direction given or proceed
ings commenced under tne Mcghalayn Maintenance 
of Public Order Act, shall be invalid by reason of 
bein'g inconsistent with any of the provisions of this 
Act. 

. '~· 

{\~: / ~·. J \c;:.;;;:: 

'~..~:·:\ 6\\ '5 E.)';? , .. 


... ~l • .•-- .• 

G. P. 1/130 (Law)- 500-20-1-! 98u. 

~am 
Act V 
of l!H7. 
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NOTIFICATION 

'l)te 5th May 1£179 

No.PnL.:J.'J0/78/ loS.- Whereas the Governor of :Meghalaya consi
ders it ne£essary and expedient in the public intereSt and in the 
interest of the safety and security· of the places her{'inafter men-

No,..-, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by Sec
tions 8 g and H F of the Meghalaya Maintenance o.f Public Order 
Aet and Sections . 18A and 13B of the Mcghalaya-Mamtem\nce Of 
'Ptiliric -(j'f'(fer--(Atitonomous Districts) Act (Assam Acts V of 1947 and 
XVI of l%;~ respectively as adapted by l\·leghalaya) ,l the Governor 
of Meghalaya is pleased to d·eclare the f<Jllowing Sub·Stations, Power 
Houses, Generating Phmts and Transm.ission Lines.~ namely:

SulJ·Statiuns : 

1. Tura Power House 1, 2 and 3. 
2. Chandmary. 
3. Tura Bazar. 
4. Babuparu. 
5. I. T. I., Araimile. 
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6. P. W. D. , Dobasipara. 
7. Sangsangiri. · 
8. Tura Basic Trainii1g Centre. 

9; RongkhDn. · 


10. 	B.S. F ... 
11. 	P. II. E. Water Work. 
12. Rongram. 
13. 	 Rongram P. H. E. 
14. 	 Ashaugiri. 

15. Rombagiri. 

l H. Rongsakgiri all under 'l'ura Electrical Subdivisi<Jn. 

17. 	 Damalgiri. 
18. Dorambokgiri. 

HJ. Dalupara. 

20, l\•1 ul\ dangl·a. 

21. 	 Jlarigaon. 
22. 	 Pcrapara. 
2:l. 	 Garobadha all unde r .Phulbari Electrical Subdivision, 

Garobadha. 
24. 	 :!50 KVA Assam Timber. 
25. 	 25(} KVA Meghalaya Potteries. 
26. 	 250 KVA M . S. E. B. Campus. 
27. 	 Balsaldmngiri. 
28. Dilma. 

2~). Gajingpara. 

30. Resu})'(.i.lpara. 

:11 . Tekachang. 

32. Rcsubakrapara. 
3:1. 	 Narangkhol. 
34. 	Bajt~ngdob~t. 
36. \Vaksommeridudam. 


·:1().- Mendal. 

37. Gokolgiri. 
38. 	 Harenkata. 
39. 	 Manikganj. 
40. 	 Upper Manikganj. 
41. 	Miapara. 
42 . Damas. 


' 43. Nolhari. 

44 . 	Daimi.dubi. 
45. Kanta. 

Mi. Chinuuipak. 

47. 	 Bangsi-apal. 
48. 	 Berubari. 
49 . 	 Nongehram all under Mendipathar Electrical Subdivi 

sion. 
50. 	 Intake sub-station, Naugalbibra. 

51. Colony sub-:s.tation, Nanga1bihra. 
52. 	Darugiri timber treatment plant. 
53. 	Darugiri. 
54. 	Rongkhol. 
55. 	 Rongjeng. 
56. Songsak. 	 . : 
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57. \Villi<mwagar. 
58. Lift irrigation sub-station phase 1 and 2 Sim~;anggiri. 
59. Lift irrigation sub-station phase ;j Rongrenggiri. 
60. Rongrenggili. 

tH. Bons:Hngiri. 

62. Kusimkol. 

ti::~. Naramgiri. 

64. Songsak Ozal all under Nangwalbibra division. 

Generating Plants: 

1. \Villiamnagar Pmvcr House. 

Trrmsmis.sion Lines : 

1. Tura to Naug~•lbibra 11ia \Villiamnagar. 
2. Nangalbibra to Oaiuaclubi. 

;{, Darugiri to Songsak. 

4. Tura to Bajengdoba. 

fi . Dainurlubi to Mendipathar. 

ti. M-endipathar to Anogiri. 

7. Mendipat har , to Chidmit. 
8. Harigaon to Dalupara. 
n. Harigann to Gongglanngiri, 

to be protected placl'.s and that all arcus within a radius of 5() metr-es 
from the said protected places to be ,protected areas for the purposes . 
of the Acts aforesaid with immediate effect and until further orders. 

R LYNGDOH, 
Deputy Secretary to the Govt. of Megl:ialayq., 

Political Department. 

SHILLONG: Print~d and puhlish~d by the Superiaatendent, Govt. Pres' 
(Ex. Megh. Gaz~tte) No.l27-591 +50- 5-5·79 
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PART IV 


GOVERNM.ENT OF MEGHAia.,AYA 

... ' ·: . ... , · 

LAW (B) DEPARTMENT 


ORDERS BY THE GOVERNOR 


· NOTIFICATION 

The 7th April, 2010:. 

No.LqB)8/2010/6.8.-The Meghalaya Maintenance of Pub!ic Order (Amendment) Act, 2010 
(Act Nc. 4 of 201 Q) is hereby published for general information . 

. I - : . ' 

MEGHALAYA ACT NO.4 OF 2010 

(As passed by the Meghalaya legislative Assembly) 

· Received" the·assent of the Governor on 6th April , 20f0\ · · ' 

Publisl'led .in the Gazette c(M~ghalaya Extra Ordinary issue dated ith April, 2010.· 

THE MEGHALAYA MAINTENANCE OF PUBLIC ORDER (AMENDMENT) ACT, 2010. 

. AN · · 

ACT 
. ' 

to amend the Megtmlaya Maintenance of Public Order Act (Assam Act Vof 1947 a.s ad?.otPd t'y 
Megh~ay~. · · · · ·· · . 



__ 
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;'t~i·~, -~; ,: ' . -~ ---.. ·:,;~·... • ·~ 

Whereas, the Hon'ble Gauhati High Court vide its ~~-4er .Jhl:~~o·t o in~~t11. t,U -- ~.c-· ' , , &.! ::·-~ 

111atter of PIL No. 50/2005 filed by Mrinal Taiukdar Vrs '~a::te of Assanf~ Ors 

directed the State. of Meghalaya to strictly implement the"'ia_~ .Q.e~_l~tre~·-by the 
' • • • -.:~,.,.·.•t.. . ::..· }. .. . ' • ' 

Hort'ble Apex Court as reported in 1998 (1) SCC 201 in matter of Communist 

. P~rt;y of India (M) Vrs Bharat Kumar & Ors; 

;•.> 

Whereas, further the above jUdgment of 0-e Han'ble Apex Court decUrred 

. that any act for ensuring abstention fro:m normal duties by members ·of public.. . 

employee, disrupt normal ·Iife or does any act being subversive of law and order 
. ,) . . :' ... , '• 

or destroy public or private property shall be·illegal; 

Whereas, also the Government of Meghalaya in ·pursuance of and 1n 

compliance with the above order of the Hon'-hle · Gauhati High Court and the . . ~ . ' . 
. . . 

Han'ble Apex Court decided to implement by amending the Meghalaya 

Maintenance of. Public Order · Act (Assam Act V ··of 1947 as adapted by 
. .· 

Meghalaya) and also the Meghalaya Maintenance of Public prder (Autonomous 

District) Act (Assam Act XVI ._of 1953 as adapted . by~ Meghalaya); 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the .State of Meghalaya in the Sixty

first Year of the Republic Qf India as follows, ~ . 

Short title and L .,(l) This Act may be called the Meghalaya Maintenance of 
commencement. · 

Public Order (Amendment) Act1 2010. . 

. . 

(2) It shall be deemed to come ·into force from 24th F~bruary, 

2010. 
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Insertion of new 2. In the Meghalaya Maintenance of Public Order (Assam Act V 
section 6A to
Act V.of i 947• · of)947 as adapted by Meghalaya}, after the existing ·section 6 

the following new section 6A, shall be insert~d, namely, 

"Breach of "6A Whosoever whether an individual or any 
public order, organization ·or an.y·,association of persons or 
penalty group of persons . either singly or collectively 

does/do anything by"' whatever ·means any act 
for _causing abstention from normal activities by 

· members of public, ·employees, disrupts.normal 
. ~ . 

life or does any act :being .subversive .of law and 
order or destroy public or private properties 
shall be guilty of offence under · this Act and 
shall .. be punishable .·with itnptisonment for 
three years and upwards but not more than 
·seven years and also shall be· liable to 
compensate the Government, the ·public and 
private ~itizen forthe lo~s suffered by them". . 

L.M. SANGMA, .. 
Secretary to -the Gove·rnment of Meghalaya, 

Law (B) Department. · 

' . 
.. .. ; . 

. · ' . ·. 
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NOTIFICATION 

Tha 7th.April, 2010. 

No.LL(B)8i2010/65.-The Meghalaya Maintenance of Public Order (AutonomousDrstricts) 
(Amendment) Act, 2010 (A9t No. 3 of 201 0) is hereby published for genen:il information. 

. . ; · ·: · .· 

.. MEGHALAYA ACT NO.3 OF 2010 ·: . 


(As passed ·by the Meghalaya Legislative Assembly) .· 

.. 

Received the assent of the Governor on 6th April, 2010. 

Published in th.e Gazette of Meghalaya·Extra Ordinary issue date~ 7thApiil, 2010. . 

THE MEGHALAYA MAINTENANCE OF PUBLIC ORDER (AUTONOMOUS OISTRJCTS) 

(AMENDMENT) ACT, 2010. 

.. AN 

ACT 


to amend the MeghalayaMaintenance of Public Order (Autonomous District) Act (Assam Act XVI of 
1953 as adapted by Megnalaya).. ., 



. I 

l 

.., 
\ 
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Whereas, the Hon'ble Gauhati High Court vide its ·order dt. ~i\-2010 in 
, • . ,, · . I -1• ···'!/'~; t ·. ~ t 

matter of PIL No. 50/2005 filed by lv1rinal1'alukdar ~'t'S State of 1-\s'S~\rt & Ot·s 
- ·· t' ~ 

directed the State of Megh~aya to stdcdy hnplement ttje !aw. . 4(;clif~d by the 

Hon'ble Apex Court as reported in 1998 {1) SCC 201 in-;;iM:t~i~ · ·o; COl'mnunist 

fJarty of India (M) Vrs Bhatat Kurnar & Ors; · 

Whereas, further the above judgn1ent of the Hon·~ble Apex Court declared 

that any act for ensuring abstention from nonr1al duties by n1ernbers of public... 
.employee) disrupt nonna!liie or does atlY act being ~ubversive of law and order . 

or destroy public or.private propeey shall be illegal~ · 

Whereas, also the Goverrnnent of Meghala:ya in pursuance of and iil 
. . . . 

compli~nce w~th the· above order of the Hon~le Gauh~ti High Cm.ut and the 

·Hon'ble Apex Court. decided to irnplei·nent by arnendi:ng the Meghalaya · 

Maintena~ce of Public Order Act (Assarn Act. V of 194'1 as adapted by 

Meghalaya) and also the Meghalaya MaintenatlCe of Public :order (Aut~nC!rnOUS 

District) Act (Assam Act XVI of 19~3 as adapted by Meghalaya); 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of·M~ghFya in the Sixty- . 

first Year of the Republic; of India as follo·ws. w 

.. 

Short title and 1: (1} This Act m.ay be called the Meghalaya Ma..it1tel}ance of 

commencement. Public. Ord~r.(Autonomous District) (Arntnqtnent) Act, 2010. 

. } 

' , 
(2} It shall be deemed to come into force ifrom ·24th F'ebruary, 

. -- __2Ql0 ---·· 
--··~ <..:r'' ..,..-



401 PART-IV] THE GAZETTE OF MEGHALAYA, (EXTRAORDINARY) APRIL 7, 20 10 

Insertion of new 2. In the Meghalaya Maintenance of Public Order (Autonomous 
section SA to
Act XVI of 1953_ Districts) '(Assam Act XVI·· of 1953 as adapt~d by Meghalaya), 

after the existing section 8, the following new section 8A, shall 

be inserted, namely, 

u.Breach of "BA Whosoever whether an individual or any 
public order, organization or any associfi!.tion of persons or 
penalty· 'group of . persons eithe~ singly or collectively 

· does/do anything by whatever means any act 
for causing abstention from nonnal activities by.... 
members of public, employees, disrupts nonnal 
life or does any -act being subversive .of law and 
order .or destroy public or· private propertie$ 
sh,all be guilty of offenc~ under this Act and 
shall be punishable with· .impris~nment for 

·three years and .upwards but not more than 
seven years and also shall be li.able to 
compensate the Go-vernment, ~e public and 
private'citizen ·for the loss suffered by them". 

L. M. SANGMA, 
Secretary to the Government of Meghalaya, 

Law (B) Department. 
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