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PART IV
GOVERNMENT OF MEGHALAYA 

LAW (B) DEPARTMENT 
ORDERS BY THE GOVERNOR

NOTIFICATION *
Trie 4th May, 20fl5

No_LL,(B|lBl20Q2l63. — The Meghalaya Stale Language Act, 2005 .Act No 10 of 2005) iet hereby 
'jublished for general information

MEGHALAYA ACT NO. 10 OF 2005 
As passec by the Meghalaya Legislative Assembly 

Reca.ved the assent of the Governor Oh the 1 st May, 2005 
Publ sh&d in the Gazelle ol Meghalaya Extra Ordinary issued dales 4!h May, 2005 

THE MEGHALAYA STATE LANGUAGE ACT. 2005
An
A c t

tv proviik- for the language (*) to be used fbr official purposes for the State of Meghalaya.

Whereas, ArtJii5 of the Constitution of Jjidsu provides that the Legislature of a 
Stale itisAY, bv law; adopt anyone or more pf the languages in use in the State as the 
Language to be used for offici,d purposes of the State and lor matters connected 
therewith;

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Meghalaya in the Fifty-fifth Year 
ot the Republic of India as follows >
Sboii title, extent and i, (1) This Act may bo called the Meghalaya State 
commencement. Language Act, 2005

(2) U extends to :he whole of the State of Meghalaya,
(3) It shah conic into force on such date as the State 

Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette 
appoints and different dates may be appointed for different 
Official purposes and for different parts of the State of 
Meghalaya .

Provided thru the date or dates appointed by the State 
Government in respect of any parts o! the State of Meghalaya, 
shall not he later than five years from the date of the assent to 
this Act,
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Dvllbltioni In this Ac;, unless there n  anything repugnant to the
context-

(a) "A ct" means the M eghalaya State Language 
A ct, 2004;

(b) "A ssociate official language1,1 meant; a language 
prescribed under section 4 o f the Act, or such 
language ($) as m y  be prescribed under 
provision o f section 5 o f this Act.

to) “A utonom ous District"' me mis an area deem eu as 
such under paragraph 1 o f  the Sixth Schedule to 
the Constitution o f  India;

(d) “District C ouncil’1 means a D istrict Council 
constituted under para 2 o f the S ixth Schedule :c 
the Constitution o f ln d ia ,

(c) ’'G overnm ent'1 m eans the G overnm ent o f the 
State o f  M eglialaya;

(f) “notiftcaiion" means a notification published bv 
Govern mem in the Official Gazette;

(jj|J "O fficial G azette" m eans the M eghalaya 
Gazette; and

(h) "proscnbed '1 m eans prescribed by rules made 
under this Act.

Language) Act, 1980 and subject to ad hereinafter provided, the 
English language, shall continue to be the official language o f  
the Stare o f  M eghalaya.

offices o f the State G overnm ent located in the D istricts o f East 
Khasi Hills, W est Khasi Hills, Jaintia H ills and Ri Bboi. The 
Garo Language m ay he used as associate official language for 
all purposes in the districts, Sub-D ivisions and Block. Level 
Offices o f  East Garo Hills, W est G am  Hills and South Garo 
Hills:

Provided that only the English language shall continue 
to be used in all civil ant Crim inal Courts located in the State;

Provided, further, that all iuter-districi official

O fficial L an g u ag e  of 3. W ithout prejudice to the provisions o f  Articles 343 and 
the  S ta te  o f  347 of the Constim tion o f India and the  provisions of the
Meghalaya. M eghajuya State Legislature (continuance o f  the English

Yssucraie official 
language  (s) o f  the 
S late .

4 N otw ithstanding anything contained m Section 3, the 
Khasi language may be used as the associate oiTiciai language 
for all purposes in the District, Sub-D ivisions and Block level
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Direction of 5, Subject to tht provision of stictioju of this Act, che
Government nut to State Government may, by notification issued from time to 
affect other linguistic time, direct the use of the language, as may be specified in 'he 
groups, culture, notification, in such pan of the State of Meghalaya as may be
appointment to posts, specified therein:

Provided that -
(a) die rights of file various linguistic groups in 

respect of medium instruction in educational 
institutions as laid down in the Constirutioa of 
India shall not he affected;

(b) the State shall not, in granting aid to education 
and cultural institutions, discriminate against any 
such institutions on ground of languages;

|cj the right of appointment to the postal and 
services and to contract^) shall be maintained 
Without discrimination on the ground of 
languages: tod

(d) in regard id notings in the offices located in the 
district, if any member of the staff is unable to 
record in any of the associate official language 
of such district, the use of .English shall be 
permitted so long as the use thereof is 
permissible for the official purposes of the 
Union under any law made by the Parliament in 
this behalf,

Power to make Rules. 6 The State Government may, by notification in the
Official Gazette, make rules for carrying out the purposes of
this Act,

S, DYKES,
Joint Secretary to the Govt of Meghalaya, 

Law [B) Department.

Pnr.ied ant Published by ilia 0,Tartar P .'n i.rri Stationery Mijgnaiaya, ShrUong 
(txtfanrdin&ry Meghalaya GarellalNc. 1 CO—'s'SMDu-'iO—io - 5-2QOS
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GOVERNMENT OF MEGHALAYA 
POLITICAL DEPARTMENT

NO.POL.90/2000/110 Dated Shillong, the 12tb May, 20IJ&.

N O T I F I C A T I O N

In exercise o f the powers conferred by Section 6 of the Meghalaya 
State Language A d 2005. the State Government is pleased to make the following rules,
namely;

L Shaft title and commencement t (1) These rules may be called the
Meghalaya State Language Rules, 2008.

(2) They shah extent the whole state of 
Meghalaya,

(3) They shall come into force at once

■ Definitions : In these Rules, unless th&c is anything
repugnant to the context -
(a) 4Act' means the Meghalaya State 

Language Act, 2005.
(b) 'Governor’ means the Governor of 

Meghalaya.
(c) 'Associate official Language* means a 

language prescribed under section 4 of 
the Act.

(d) ‘State Government1 means the 
Government of Meghalaya.

(e) ‘Official Gazette1 means the 
Meghalaya Gazette,

3. Usage: (I) The use of the Associate Official
Languages of the State shall be limited in 
the respective Offices at tire District, Sob- 
Divisional and Black level o f the Slate 
Government.
12) The use of Associate Official Language 
shall in no way cause any hindrance to the 
continuance of the English language as the 
official language of the State of Meghalaya, 
(3) The use o f the Associate Official 
Languages shall not be imposed in any 
matter which relates to dispensation of 
justice by civil and criminal courts.

Contd... - 2 '



(4) In matter relating to ail intcr-dlstrict
official communications, no other
languages* other than English, shall be used

(5) App I i cat ion for use of Assoc: ate 0  ffic i a i 
Languages ai anv 'line and in any other
areas within the administrative jurisdiction
of the state shall rest with the Government
of Meghalaya.

Sd/*
Commissioner & Secretary to the Govt, o f Meghalaya, 

Political Department.

Mmo.No.POL.90/2000/110-A, Dated Shillong* the 12[J‘ May, 2008.
Copy forwarded to :*

1, P.S. to Chief Minister, Meghalaya, Shillong,.
2. P.S. to Deputy Chief Minister. Meghalaya,
j . P-S, to ail Ministers,
h. P.S. [o Chief Secretary, Meghalaya, Shillong,
5. P.S. to Additional Chief Secretary, Meghalaya.
6. All Principal Scoretaries/Commissioner A; Secretaries to the Govt, of

Meghalaya,
7. All Deputy Cl <)nun issi oners.
S. All Sub Divisional Officer Civil.
9 All Administrative Departments.
10, The Director Printing <S: Stationery■ Depaitment, Ho is requesfcd to publish tire

above Rules in the Meghalaya Gazette and forward 100(One hundred) copies, 
of the same to this Department. .


